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activity for others (WP $877), this does not alter the basic con- 
sequentialist thrust of his analysis; what is under discussion is the 
consequences of certain moral practices, where the promotion of 
exceptional individuals is the key consequence by which the prac- 
tices are evaluated. 

For if power is the only objective value, and the will to power is a 
universal psychological explanation, modern morality can be 
explained by the will to power just as much as Nietzsche's rival 
normative recommendations can. But matters do not end there. For 
after we have explained how modern morality, like its rivals, are 
attempts to increase or maintain power, we can then ask how 
successful they are in doing so. And it is here that the explanatory 
and normative inquiries intersect. For by specifying precisely how 
modern morality goes about the pursuit of power, we can then see 
the extent to which its strategies are successful. For example, in 
Nietzsche's discussion of “the ascetic ideal” he characterizes certain 
ascetic practices as “narcotics”. Suppose that I characterize all 
activities in a certain domain as medical, as attempts to respond to a 
health-related challenge, but I notice that some of these activities 
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are surgical attempts to correct the underlying problem, while 
others are attempts to reduce suffering through anaesthesia while 
leaving the underlying source of the suffering untouched. 1 can say 
that everyone is engaged in the same fundamental enterprise, but 
that some are adopting a less efficacious strategy. The explanatory 
account (coming to understand how a certain activity can be 
likened to the use of a narcotic) at the same time suggests a nor- 
mative assessment. 

But why genealogy? What is the relevance of an essentially his- 
torical inquiry into these matters? In part, such an investigation will 
lend strength to the reducibility thesis: when we look at the origins 
of a particular moral practice or belief, 1f we can see its genesis in 
the needs and interests of its originators, this makes it less plausible 
that the belief emerged by way of recognition of a moral fact. But it 
is also true that the characteristic needs and interests that give rise 
to a belief or practice will tend to support it and later promote its 
prevalence to the extent that such needs and interests continue to 
exist in later generations. To be sure, Nietzsche is quick to stress 
that the utility of the practice at its origin need not be the same as its 
utility later. But when he says, for example, that the meaning of 
punishment is fluid, we can see this more as stressing that the 
interpretation of a practice changes over time. This need not imply 
that needs and interests served by the practice do not have some 
continuity. Part of Nietzsche's point is that even the original 
interpretation of the practice may have very little to do with the 
cause of its origin, if the originators” interpretation bears only a 
remote relationship to the way the practice originally serves their 
needs and interests. Thus their interpretation may have at most a 
diagnostic significance: it is a starting point for trying to ascertain 
what their needs and interests were. 

One final point needs to be made that will be helpful in under- 
standing the Genealogy. There is some temptation among recent 
philosophers to think that modern morality constitutes a coherent 
conceptual framework which it is the moral theorist's task to ana- 
lyse and unpack.? Since Nietzsche is largely opposed to modern 
morality, 1t is tempting to see him as offering a critique that pre- 
supposes the unity and coherence of modern morality. If that were 
correct, one would expect that the Genealogy, Nietzsche's fullest 
discussion, would offer an account which is directed primarily at the 
conceptual commitments underlying modern morality, and that 
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such an account would have to be exhaustive. Yet this is not how 
Nietzsche himself characterizes the enterprise. In Ecce Homo he 
calls the Genealogy “[t]hree decisive preliminary studies by a psy- 
chologist for a revaluation of all values” (EH IL, *Genealogy of 
Morals', emphasis mine). The title itself suggests this incomplete- 
ness: Zur Genealogie der Moral. “Zur” means “towards”, as in 'con- 
tributions towards a genealogy”, thus underscoring the preliminary 
nature of the studies. “[D]er Moral”, or “of the moral”, has been read 
and translated by commentators in various ways, but I think that 
the most literal, cognate translation captures Nietzsche”s intentions 
best, better than “morality”, which suggests a degree of systematicity 
not to be expected. “The moral” is a nominalized predicate, like “the 
biological” or “the linguistic”, a construction more common in 
German than in English, suggesting a domain of objects to which a 
single predicate can be applied. A natural paraphrase would be 
“moral phenomena”. The very content of the studies will show that 
moral phenomena are diverse and have no unifying essence other 
than the fact that they are human phenomena, to be explained by 
our best empirical theories. I think 1t is potentially misleading to 
assume that they all come together into a systematic account. What 
“comes together” is that each of the phenomena in question plays 
some role, has some influence, on our contemporary normative 
commitments. Since Nietzsche doubts that historical formations 
evince anything more than a temporary and opportunistic unity, we 
should not suppose that modern morality is any exception. 


THE STORY 


Literature on the Genealogy typically follows Nietzsche”s own 
division into three separate topics, covered by three separate essays. 
This approach is in accordance with the suggestions above. I think, 
however, that the intricacy of Nietzsche's account is obscured if we 
follow his exposition. Since these are historical narratives, 1t will be 
helpful if we try to disentangle as much as possible the sequence of 
events Nietzsche relates. In this way, we can achieve greater clarity 
about what is and is not involved in specific episodes. Some of this 
reconstruction may be controversial. 

The earliest stage of Nietzsche's narrative is in Essay Il, in which 
he discusses the emergence of guilt feelings. However, the emer- 
gence of guilt feelings is preceded by a long and complex 
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development that begins, he claims, with the creditor-debtor 
relationship. Now it may seem odd to say that something suggesting 
a legal relationship, with a presumed legal order as its context and 
condition, would be the earliest phenomenon in the narrative. But 
Nietzsche's discussion makes clear that the basic relation of 
indebtedness that emerges from such a relationship is “older even 
than the beginnings of any kind of social forms of organization [!J 
(GM Il, $8). This in turn is presupposed as a backdrop to the most 
primitive societies” experience of indebtedness to tribal ancestors 
(GM II $19). What is more, the phase in which indebtedness to 
tribal ancestors occurs is contrasted with a later “intermediate age, 
in which the noble tribes developed ...” (GM II, 819, ellipsis mine). 

Nietzsche's first claim is that out of the debtor-creditor 
relationship, compensatory remedies emerged for defaulting debtors; 
the creditor's right to inflict pain upon the debtor is one of these. 
This arrangement, which is the origin of punishment, did not create 
the “bad conscience”, which he discusses later in Essay II, but rather 
the ability to remember one's debts and an incentive to repay them. 
What Nietzsche does not stress in the early sections of Essay Il, 
though it is obvious on reflection, is that such practices will terrify 
the debtor. Indeed, the harsher the potential penalties of default, 
the more terrifying the state of being in debt would be. This prac- 
tice, then, creates the terrified conscience. By contrast, confidence in 
one's ability to repay, which would manifest itself in part by the 
absence of terror, is what Nietzsche calls “the good conscience”. 

As Nietzsche later explains, the sense of debt, whether terrified or 
sanguine, is linked to the experience of advantages (as it were, the 
money in your pocket that you have borrowed). Because the most 
primitive tribal communities believe that they receive whatever 
advantages they possess by virtue of the tribal ancestor, this sense 
of debt comes to be transferred to the ancestor-as-creditor; as the 
advantages increase, the sense of debt increases, and with it the fear 
(transferred from the fear of punishment) of never being able to 
repay. Correlatively, the ancestor image grows into an increasingly 
fearsome one, eventually coming to be perceived as a god. It is 
noteworthy that Nietzsche's identification of the gods with tribal 
ancestors is one echoed by Freud, in Totem and Taboo. 

Nietzsche also makes clear that this genesis of the gods applies to 
the later gods of “the intermediate age, in which the noble tribes 
developed” (GM H, $19). Thus, the terrified conscience/good 


123 


NIETZSCHE: A GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED 


conscience phenomenon is one shared by the noble tribes, though 
Nietzsche points out that the Greeks, for example, were able to stay 
on the happier “good conscience” side of this dual condition by 
various psychological expedients for reducing the sense of debt to 
the gods. At the same time that we see the emergence of noble 
tribes, we see the emergence of what, in Beyond Good and Evil, 
Nietzsche calls “master morality”. This part of Nietzsche”s account, 
with its associated contrast with “slave morality”, is perhaps the 
most famous part of his analysis and we can describe it briefly: the 
nobles, because of their success in the world and the comparatively 
free flow of their instinctual energies (in war, primarily) come to 
evaluate themselves and their traits (courage, self-assertion) as 
fundamentally good (GM I, $815). Since other nobles they compete 
with on the battlefield possess similar traits, they perceive them as 
noble adversaries rather than as hated, despised or resented 
enemies. 

Eventually, the nobles collide with a *formless and nomad” 
population, conquering and enslaving them (GM Il, $17). This has 
immediate, catastrophic consequences for the enslaved. Their own 
aggressive impulses are no longer able to express themselves out- 
wardly, and become introjected or “internalized”. Instead of acting 
aggressively against their adversaries, the now suppressed (out of 
prudence, presumably) aggression turns inward and becomes a 
desire for self-attack, a kind of masochistic cruelty. Nietzsche calls 
this “the bad conscience” (GM Il, $16). Presumably the nobles, now 
“masters” (over the slaves), will not possess this bad conscience, 
because they are not enslaved. To the extent that settled life in a 
community inhibits the scope of expression for their aggression as 
well, this aggression never gets pent up entirely, since it can still be 
vented in war and in the “management” of the slaves themselves. 

With the cessation of outward hostility by the slaves, they come 
to acquire traits (caution, timidity, submissiveness) that strike the 
masters as radically distinct from their own traits or those of their 
noble adversaries. From this, the masters construct the concept of 
“baseness” or ignobility as a contrast with their own traits. The 
slaves are now subject not only to the inconvenience of slavery, but 
to an evaluative interpretation of their typical responses to it: they 
are despised. Though Nietzsche does not discuss the point expli- 
citly, there is no reason why the slaves would not “buy into” the 
master evaluative scheme, for they have by now already developed 
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the bad conscience, a propensity for self-hatred, and an evaluative 
scheme that regards them as worthy of contempt would fit quite 
naturally with a need to experience self-hatred. This alone should 
suggest that the creation of “slave morality” is a bit more compli- 
cated and far later than might at first appear. Finally, the self- 
hatred of the bad conscience generates “all ideal and imaginative 
phenomena ... This hint will at least make less enigmatic the 
enigma of how contradictory concepts such as selflessness, self- 
denial, self-sacrifice can suggest an ideal ...' (GM Il, $18, ellipsis 
mine). In short, the bad conscience is a causal precondition of what 
in Essay III Nietzsche will call “the ascetic ideal”, available in 
principle to anyone whose aggressive energies are thwarted by 
social arrangements, though not only to them. 

Next, the noble class splits itself into two subgroups: the 
“knightly-aristocratic” and the “priestly-noble”. Nietzsche makes 
clear that the priest is initially a dominating, noble position (GM l, 
$7), though he later says that “he emerges from every class of 
society” (GM III, $11). But it is not a position based on martial 
success; the priests are constitutionally unfit for this, and their basic 
unhealthiness manifests itself in various ascetic practices and beliefs 
they adopt to reduce their discomfort (GM 1, 86; GM III, $11). In 
their early form, they manifest two important traits. First, the priest 
displays “an insatiable instinct and power-will that wants to become 
master not over something in life but over life itself (GM II, $11). 
This can best be understood in terms of constitutional unfitness. 
Suppose that you have a functional disorder which causes you pain. 
The more vigorous, the more lively your basic bodily functions are, 
the more fuel is added to the fire of the disorder and the greater 
your suffering. This would create an incentive to reduce one's own 
vigour. For a more extreme example, suppose that the whole bodily 
constitution is so weak and depressive that merely existing is a 
source of discomfort. Even here, there is a linkage between one's 
vigour and suffering, for even a weak and depressive psychophysical 
constitution has some propensity to strive for survival. But if the 
most one can get from this propensity is to linger on in pain, the 
mere fact of existing in this state of minimal vigour will be a source 
of suffering. In any case, the priest, who like all people, is motivated 
by will to power comes to see his own vitality as an enemy to be 
defeated. As a result, he adopts various ascetic practices and beliefs 
which reduce his vigour and express his hostility towards concrete 
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reality (see Chapter 3 above for a related discussion of the emer- 
gence of the contrast between a world of becoming and a world of 
being). 

The ascetic priest, however, must initially make his way among 
the knightly-aristocratic. Since his basic stance is one of hostility 
towards vigour within himself, he will naturally generalize this 
hostility towards the vigorous, successful nobles. But there is one 
mechanism that will enable him to get on with the nobles, for they 
will feel (absent the special expedients Nietzsche says the Greeks 
developed) a sense of terrified indebtedness towards their ancestor 
gods as the one shadow over their otherwise successful existence. 
Here the ascetic priest can serve as a mediator between the com- 
munity and the gods, by explaining the nobles” situation and the 
relevant sacrifices they need to make (in the earliest form, animal or 
even human sacrifices) (GM II, $19). 

Most importantly for Nietzsche”s moral psychology, the sense of 
terrified indebtedness becomes fused with the bad conscience by 
virtue of the slaves” adoption of the tribal deities of the nobles (GM 
II, 820). Again, 1t is presumably the priests who act “as the herald 
and mouthpiece of more mysterious powers” (GM III, $15). It is 
only with this that we see “the moralization of [the concepts “guilt” 
and “duty”] (their pushing back into the conscience ...) (GM Il, 
$21, ellipsis mine). This too is explicable in terms of the psychology 
of the bad conscience, for the basic self-attacking character of this 
faculty should be able to seize on any pretexts for self-criticism at 
hand. “You have not paid your debts” is a natural basis for self- 
criticism. Since the idea of indebtedness to the gods is one that lends 
itself to grandiose interpretations, nothing else could provide as 
powerful a basis for self-attack. So with the onset of the bad con- 
science, at least receptivity to the moralization of indebtedness is 
present. 

But at the same time, the slaves feel an intense ressentiment 
towards the masters for their condition. Part of the psychology of 
guilt, as Nietzsche explains it, is the propensity to assign blame. The 
natural form that blame assignment would take in the slaves is to 
assign blame to the masters. At this point the ascetic priest inter- 
venes with a dual interpretative manoeuvre: the ascetic priest 
invents “slave morality” as an expression of this ressentiment. He 
then exploits the bad conscience of those he dominates, changing 
the direction of their ressentiment so that the resentful blame 
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themselves for their condition rather that the masters, interpreting 
1t as punishment by God for their sins. This latter move can be seen 
either as a further development of the fusion of terrified indebted- 
ness with the bad conscience, or as its principal cause. 

It may come as something of a surprise to those accustomed to 
reading Nietzsche as attributing slave morality to the creativity of 
the slaves to find him attributing it to priests, hence aristocrats. 
Matters are complex, however, for Nietzsche says that it is “the 
Jews, that priestly people” who devised slave morality, “that with the 
Jews there begins the slave revolt in morality ...* (GM 1, $7, ellipsis 
mine). How are we to understand this? 

Nietzsche does not attribute slave morality to anyone else. As 
uncomfortable as it is for contemporary readers, the slave revolt in 
morals is squarely attributed to “the Jews” and not to the abstract 
category of the socially subordinated wherever one finds them. 
Though it has become popular in recent Nietzsche scholarship 
either to stress the metaphorical nature of this attribution (which is 
in no way licensed by the text) or to emphasize the discontinuity 
between ancient Judaism and the modern Jewish community, while 
stressing the various favourable things that Nietzsche says else- 
where about the latter, the fact that Judaism occupies such a central 
role in his account of the genesis of values he considers anathema is 
surely troubling. But apart form being troubling, it is also per- 
plexing: how can this be squared with the claims earlier in Essay 1 
that the priestly is an aristocratic position, though one in conflict 
with the knightly? Though it is unclear within the Genealogy at 
what point Nietzsche thinks that the ancient Hebrews came to be 
dominated by their own priestly class, what is clear is that the 
ancient (if not the very earliest) historical experience of the Jewish 
people was one of collective subordination to foreign powers. 
Relative to the non-priestly tribes within ancient Israel, the priests 
would be dominant figures; in the context of the relationship with 
the succession of foreign powers (culminating in Rome) the status 
of totality of the Jewish people, even their highest priests, is one of 
“enslavement'”. This layered sense of multiple hierarchy is repeated 
in Nietzsche's complex account in Antichrist of the relations 
between the Romans, the Temple priests and the early Christians (4 
$27). 

Here the psychological peculiarities common to priests every- 
where move towards the social frustrations of the subordinated 


127 


NIETZSCHE: A GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED 


everywhere to form a unique intersection. It is from such a position 
that the Jewish priests invent slave morality as an ideological 
weapon against occupiers and a mode of self-esteem boosting for 
those whom the priests lead. Given Nietzsche's assumptions, this 
invention, tailored to the needs of a Jewish priestly aristocracy and 
Jewish common people alike, should have occurred almost simul- 
taneously with the “change in the direction of ressentiment” descri- 
bed in Essay HI. For the natural tendency of a conquered people 
would be either to adopt the beliefs, values and practices of the 
conquerors, abandoning their prior commitments out of dis- 
appointment over their inefficacy, or rebel against the conquerors. 
But on Nietzsche's account, the Jews in antiquity did neither. 
Instead, they crafted slave morality as a normative justification for 
their moral superiority in the face of their social superiors, while 
clinging to their deity, who is understood not to have failed them, 
but to be punishing them for their moral shortcomings. It is difficult 
to resist the conclusion that the ressentiment that creates slave 
morality, the ascetic priest's interpretation of suffering as religious 
guilt, thus changing the direction of ressentiment, and the fusion of 
the bad conscience with the feeling of terrified indebtedness, all 
happen more or less simultaneously in the matrix of the military 
conquests and exiles suffered by the Jewish people. It is difficult to 
say what Nietzsche”s own understanding of the actual history of the 
Jewish people in antiquity was, and contemporary scholars are also 
divided. 

Two puzzles remain. First, it is crucial to the account of slave 
morality that it involves a characterization of the masters as wicked 
and blameworthy, while the slaves are redefined as good for having 
chosen to refrain from injuring others. Nietzsche thinks that the 
invention of the concept of free will as the basis for moral 
accountability occurs here. Yet it would seem that this is incom- 
patible with the change in direction of ressentiment, which involves 
ceasing to blame the master and instead blaming oneself. Clearly 
ressentiment is the prior condition in both cases, but it is hard to see 
how one can simultaneously come to adopt a stance of moral 
superiority and moral worthlessness. Though Nietzsche never 
brings the two discussions together to answer this question, the 
experience of moral superiority in the slave upon adopting slave 
morality must be more complex than simply finding oneself good. It 
would also have to be to be compatible with finding oneself sinful. 
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On the slave moral interpretative scheme, hostile affects (among 
other things) are characterized as evil. The slave finds these hostile 
affects in himself; objectively, they should be even more prominent 
in himself than in the master, given the lack of appropriate dis- 
charge. Recall that Socrates? superior wisdom consisted in his 
knowing that he knew nothing, whereas his opponents” foolishness 
consisted in thinking they knew something while not knowing that 
they knew nothing. Perhaps the slavish sense of moral superiority 
can be fused with a sense of sin in a similar way. Hostile affects are 
evil, the slave says. I find hostile affects in myself. But at least 1 
know that I am morally inadequate and am striving to overcome 
this. This makes me morally superior to the thoughtless master, 
who lacks even the slightest willingness to overcome his own 
depravity. 

The second puzzle is a classic one in the Nietzsche secondary 
literature. How on earth did slave morality prevail? We know from 
the initial account of modernity that master morality did not simply 
go away, and presumably it had hosts which could transmit it. 
Nietzsche clearly thinks that the peculiar catastrophe of antiquity 
was the “sale” of slave morality to the masters. How could this have 
occurred if the knightly-aristocratic class regarded the traits slave 
morality promotes as base and ignoble? More broadly, how could 
the whole cluster of ideas under discussion have found a foothold in 
people who, on the above account, should not even have possessed 
a bad conscience to any significant degree? 

Though it is obvious that Nietzsche associates the turn of the 
masters towards slave morality with the Christianization of the 
Roman Empire, some specific mechanism for this must be at work. 
Nietzsche's own answer is at section eight of Essay I. First, he 
suggests that the essentially Jewish character of the values pushed 
by Christianity was concealed by the semblance of conflict between 
the Temple priests and Jesus. Of course this kind of cognitive error 
cannot even begin to explain such a tremendous reversal of per- 
spective as that which Nietzsche is envisioning. Second, the Pauline 
doctrine of atonement coupled with the vividness of the Passion 
narrative has an “enticing, intoxicating, overwhelming and under- 
mining power ...” that joins “love”, “cruelty” and “salvation” together 
into a compelling unity (GM 1, $8, ellipsis mine). It is not too dif- 
ficult to see why the masters, given their enjoyment of cruelty, might 
be “sold” on a movement which has a spectacle of cruelty as its 
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centrepiece. However, this too seems insufficient. In the end, 
Nietzsche must think that the masters needed “salvation”. 

Helpfully, Nietzsche explains the psychology of this later. When 
the sense of terrified indebtedness is linked to the bad conscience, 
and interpreted as a relationship with the god (formerly the tribal 
ancestor) of the successful nobles, the greater the success the nobles 
experience, the greater the burden of guilt. In one stroke, the 
Christian doctrine of Atonement, vividly conveyed through the 
Passion narrative, offers the successful nobles a way out of accu- 
mulated guilt: all debts have been discharged (GM Il, 821). If we 
link this account with the account of the crucifixion as “bait” (GM Ll, 
$8), then the conversion to slave morality is clear. The self-sacrifice 
of God relieves the sense of obligation. Yet this incarnate God was 
also a teacher of slave moral values, which thus have the impri- 
matur of the outfit with which one must do business if the discharge 
is to be effective. In short, slave morality, otherwise distasteful to 
the nobles, was a package deal; if you wanted relief from guilt, you 
needed to buy the code as well. 

Since this is the only coherent account that emerges from 
Nietzsche's texts of how slave morality could have prevailed against 
master morality, 1t suggests that the masters must have had a sense 
of indebtedness too. There are several ways we might understand 
this. First, we could suppose that the Romans, though lacking a 
bad conscience, nonetheless had what I called the terrified con- 
science, and as their ascendancy over the ancient world rose to 
unparalleled heights, this sense of debt (though not “moralized” 
debt) rose to intolerable levels. Second, we could suppose that the 
Romans did have a moralized sense of debt — the fusion of 
indebtedness with the bad conscience — and try to explain how they 
could have acquired the bad conscience in the first place. Two 
subsidiary possibilities suggest themselves. First, the settled condi- 
tions of the Roman Empire may not have provided adequate scope 
for the expression of aggressive impulses, unlike the situation of the 
wilder nobles of prehistory, thus causing the Romans to develop 
internalized aggression after all. Second, given Nietzsche's 
Lamarckism, he may suppose that the bad conscience is inherited 
from those who first acquired it via the sudden trauma of sociali- 
zation described in Essay Il, and that the Romans had inherited this 
trait from ancient victims over the course of a tangled history. The 
text probably underdetermines any of these readings; it is far from 
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clear that Nietzsche ever sought to synthesize and harmonize these 
“preliminary studies” into a unitary account. 

It is clear from Nietzsche's account that the various develop- 
ments he charts come together in Christianity, which then goes on 
to become the dominant cultural force in western civilization for 
over a thousand years. Modernity has relinquished the specifically 
religious interpretation of the psychological factors at work in it, 
but continues to follow the psychological contours laid down by 
Christianity. Liberalism and socialism manifest the egalitarianism 
inherent in the slave-moral demand for equality between the mas- 
ters and the slaves. If Nietzsche were with us today, he would no 
doubt say that the self-hatred of the bad conscience continues to 
manifest itself in the ways that recent conservatives mock as “liberal 
guilt” over world hunger, capitalist exploitation, animal suffering, 
the mistreatment of criminals (though, to be sure, Nietzsche also 
allows that mercy towards criminals can be a manifestation of 
strength (GM Il, $10)) and even global warming. The ascetic ideal 
shows up in the dispassionateness of modern science and the self- 
derogatory interpretation of the human condition that it has 
championed, whether mechanistic, Darwinian, Marxian or Freu- 
dian. Underneath it all, Nietzsche discerns a self-destructive 
tendency culminating in the enfeeblement of humanity and the 
progressive undermining of any prospects for human excellence and 
splendour. What does he propose in its place? 

First, Nietzsche says that moving beyond the slave moral cate- 
gories of good and evil “does not mean “Beyond Good and Bad” ” 
(GM 1, $17). This suggests that Nietzsche would like us to revive the 
master moral perspective if possible. To be sure, Nietzsche does say 
that he would have us move into an “extra-moral” position (BGE 
$32), and this might seem to be in tension with an attempt to revive 
master morality. That appearance would be misleading, however. 
What is at issue in the contrast between “moral” and “extra-moral' in 
section 32 of Beyond Good and Evil, is the distinction between 
evaluating actions for the freely chosen, conscious intentions 
causing them instead of the character they express, which Nietzsche 
believes is a complex, unchosen and largely unconscious psycho- 
physical totality. Though Nietzsche could distinguish himself from 
the original masters as far as the degree of penetration and insight 
he has into the determinants of character, nothing in master mor- 
ality requires that people be evaluated by their conscious intentions 
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as opposed to their character and its determinants. Indeed, though 
he says that the idea of the importance of intention has a master 
origin (BGE $32), the idea that this intention is freely chosen has a 
slave origin (GM L, $13). We can become “extra-moral' by aban- 
doning the slavish notion of free will and evaluating people instead 
by their character and its unconscious determinants, without 
abandoning the central categories of master morality. 

That said, this may not have been Nietzsche's final word on the 
subject. In Twilight he seems to return again to the contrast between 
master and slave morality, this time using Hinduism as expressed in 
the law of Manu as an example of the former. Here he contrasts two 
types of morality, a morality of “breeding” versus a morality of 
“taming' with the latter clearly meant to refer to Christianity. Yet 
here Nietzsche stresses the failure of both sorts of morality to 
appreciate the 'no moral facts” thesis, which he takes as indicative of 
their dishonesty, and concludes that both types are “entirely worthy 
of each other” (TT VII, $5). I think the solution to this problem rests 
on an ambiguity in the term “master morality”. Recall that we dis- 
tinguished above between the knightly master and the priestly 
master. The priestly master may or may not promote slave mor- 
ality; there were priests before there were priests committed to slave 
morality. Clearly the law of Manu as Nietzsche describes it is not 
committed to slave morality, but by the same token it is a priestly 
phenomenon. What seems to distinguish the stance of the knightly 
master from the non-slavish priestly master is that the former is not 
committed to making people different. As much as the noble may 
disdain the base, they are only committed to using them as needed, 
and this use presupposes an acceptance of their character — their 
submissive nature, for example. By contrast, the priestly masters 
described in Twilight share with the priestly advocates of slave 
morality the belief that people ought to be different from the way 
that they are. When Nietzsche says sarcastically that both are 
worthy of each other, it appears to be this which they share in 
common, a trait which manifests itself by their common commit- 
ment to the existence of moral facts. A knightly master, by contrast, 
need not judge that anything fails to be as it ought. It is unclear, 
however, whether there is really an intelligible contrast here. Surely 
the knightly master judges that other knightly masters ought to be 
courageous? Or are we to assume that they never fail to be coura- 
geous? Is there no training regimen for bringing children up into 
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master morality? Conversely, why can we not assimilate the priestly 
master”s “breeding programme” to a using of others, akin to the use 
that the knightly master puts his slaves to? If Nietzsche's only 
objection to the priestly master is that he is committed to the wrong 
metaethics, it is far from clear what metaethic the knightly master is 
committed to, and thus very difficult to see what this contrast really 
comes to. By the end of Nietzsche's authorship, however, he is 
willing to say that “[t]he problem I thus pose is not what shall 
succeed mankind in the sequence of living beings (man is an end), 
but what type of man shall be bred, shall be willed, for being higher 
in value, worthier of life, more certain of a future” (4 83). It would 
appear, then, that Nietzsche finally aligns himself with the non- 
slavish priestly master after all. Taken with the comment in Twilight 
above, this appears to mean that while he affirms the values that 
master morality expresses, he rejects the dishonesty involved in 
pursuing this goal while concealing its necessary means: the creation 
of social practices that bring it about. Though it is false to say that a 
person is morally blameworthy for failing to conform to such 
practices, it remains true that the higher types which such practices 
produce are more valuable than others. 

Second, though the bad conscience is by now ineradicable, we 
can eliminate the association of it with indebtedness by abandoning 
theism. We can now dissociate it from the ascetic ideal by “an 
attempt at the reverse ... that is, to wed the bad conscience to all 
the unnatural inclinations ...” (GM Il, $24, ellipses mine). Third, 
science can be subordinated, not to the ascetic ideal, but to “genuine 
philosophers* who command new values (BGE $211). The will to 
truth can become an invigorating test of strength instead of a will to 
self-denial as an end in itself, as Nietzsche suggests when he says 
that “the strength of a spirit should be measured according to how 
much of the “truth” one could still barely endure ...” (BGE $39, 
ellipsis mine). 

What are we to make of all this? First, it cannot be stressed 
enough how utterly speculative Nietzsche's psychological and his- 
torical claims are. Though seen from one angle the above narra- 
tive(s) are rather complex, one cannot resist the impression that 
Nietzsche has vastly oversimplified stretches of human, and wes- 
tern, experience, and has left us with stories so vague (especially the 
prehistory stories) as to put them beyond any meaningful empirical 
testing. Similarly, Nietzsche”s psychological hypotheses suffer from 
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this historical murkiness while adding the sins that Freud was heir 
to: not saying what people did, or said, but rather what they 
thought, or worse, what they did not realize they were thinking. 
Since these historical narratives tend to validate themselves by way 
of functional claims, they also generate the same dangerous 
attraction that sociobiological claims do. One can tell a surprising 
story about, for example, why men and women seem to behave 
differently, by appealing to differing reproductive strategies. But 
there will be many different possible strategies that would manifest 
themselves in the same conduct, even if we grant the basic expla- 
natory approach. Conversely, are women attracted to strong men 
because they would make good breadwinners? Or to nurturing men 
because they would make good co-parents? It would help to have 
hard data on the attraction first, and then a careful survey of as 
many possible explanations as possible, and then some hard Pop- 
perian attempts at falsification and winnowing. But with Nietzsche 
we get comparatively little of that. It is not that he has no data at 
his disposal; it is that data, and plausible functionalist stories, are 
not remotely good enough. Given that at least for Nietzsche we 
have to ask what we are to do with our received moral practices, 
commitments and intuitions, the stakes could not be higher, and 
considerable methodological rigour is called for. 

The comparison between Nietzsche and Freud is often made, 
given the essential identity between their two accounts of the bad 
conscience. But what is not often said is that we have now had 
several decades of methodological reflection on psychoanalysis 
behind us and the results are not encouraging. And yet Freud 
actually met the people he analysed! In Nietzsche's case, he read 
them, or about them, or just made them up. Second, Nietzsche and 
Freud share a dubious commitment to Lamarckism. It is often 
thought that this can simply be ignored and replaced with expla- 
nations dependent on learning and cultural transmission. But it 
remains to be seen whether such repair will always be effective. For 
example, the bad conscience is said to be the product a single, 
catastrophic event that redistributes psychic energies in a distinctive 
way. Unless this trauma is repeated in each generation, mere 
learning and cultural transmission cannot salvage the hypothesis. 
But while it may be that some analogous trauma does repeat itself 
in each life (as Freud might insist), this means that the historical 
hypothesis falls away as irrelevant. Finally, Nietzsche and Freud 
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are both committed to what one might call a hydraulic account of 
the psyche. At crucial junctures, appeal is made to what Freud 
called “economic” principles (the energy has to come from some- 
where, the energy has to go somewhere, block discharge here, it 
spurts out there). Absolutely nothing in contemporary evolutionary 
biology, computational neurobiology, or molecular psychiatry 
suggests that the psyche works in anything like this way. 

Though Nietzsche's critical distancing from our moral commit- 
ments is admirable and useful, these empirical concerns cast con- 
siderable doubt on how probative his psychological explanations 
really are. But there is one last objection. Nietzsche”s entire project 
is driven by the sense that admirable human beings are lacking or 
are imperilled, and that the modern world is a breeding ground for 
mediocrity. Perhaps. But another possibility suggests itself. To use 
the example of a breeding ground for excellence closest to Nietz- 
sche's heart, consider Grace. Was there some profound difference 
between mediocre modernity and excellent antiquity? Or it is merely 
that antiquity is exotic, alien and remote? Some features of their 
culture that impress us in retrospect may have seemed quite 
ordinary to them, and have only grown in our estimation by 
accumulated piety and the passage of time. Furthermore, whatever 
was not excellent about ancient Athens may not have been absent. 
It may simply be forgotten. But it takes centuries for the dross to 
fall away, for the excellent to grow in later estimation and under- 
standing. It could be that the mediocrity of the modern is a trick of 
perspective. Perhaps all eras are suffused with mediocrity, and all 
eras, our own included, conceal hidden gems that come to light only 
gradually. 
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HEIDEGGER'"S NIETZSCHE 


PRELIMINARIES 


Heidegger”s interpretation of Nietzsche is unusual in being that of 
another philosopher of the first rank. But this should also inspire 
caution, for Heidegger, we suspect, may not be concerned primarily 
with accurate interpretation of Nietzsche, let alone defending him 
as an advocate, but rather with competition. Most first-tier philo- 
sophers probably approach the task of interpreting the history of 
philosophy from the perspective of their interests in vindicating 
their own philosophical correctness and historical importance. 
That said, the reception of Heidegger's Nietzsche has been pecu- 
liar among those not committed to championing Heidegger. I think 
we can pick out several reasons for this. First, the “elephant in the 
living room”: for many in the English-speaking world, Nietzsche is 
associated with Nazism, because the Nazi movement attempted to 
appropriate him to legitimate its policies. For those sympathetically 
disposed towards Nietzsche, this fact is remarkably easy to turn 
aside, because Nietzsche was not a contemporary of Nazism, and 
because Nietzsche says many things that are critical of both state 
power and German nationalism. Heidegger's relationship with 
Nazism 1s less easy to dismiss; he was, as the expression has it, a 
“card carrying member”. While it is obvious enough that Heidegger 
distinguishes his own position from Nietzsche's as he understands it, 
and it is true (though less obvious) that Heidegger's own thought up 
to the end of the Second World War is subtly and importantly 
different from many prominent Nazi ideologues, the whole proxi- 
mity to Nazism that contemplation of Heidegger creates in the 
reader is enough to make one want to make it all go away 1f possible. 
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This attitude is reinforced by certain confusions about the 
semantic structure and methodological features of Heidegger'”s 
interpretation. Heidegger”s interpretation, like all interpretations, 
must distinguish between interpreted content, interpretative claims, 
explanations of interpreted content and evaluation. For example, if 
I were to say “Sally thinks that robots are stealing her luggage, but 
that's ridiculous; perhaps this was caused by childhood trauma” it 
would be utterly irrelevant to note that Sally has never said 
“childhood traumas make me say ridiculous things”, and it is a 
terrible distortion of her views to foist such nonsense on her. Of 
course, nothing has been foisted upon her at all, unless of course 
Sally never even said “robots are stealing my luggage”. The claim 
that Sally's views are ridiculous is an external evaluation, pre- 
supposing that “robots steal people's luggage” is untrue, unwar- 
ranted and the like; it is not part of the propositional content of 
Sally's assertion. Similarly, appeal to her childhood experiences is 
an explanatory hypothesis about her utterance, and is again 
external to their content. 

Heidegger makes claims about Nietzsche's thought which have 
inspired similar responses. For example, Heidegger claims that 
Nietzsche's thought bears a certain structural similarity to that of 
past western metaphysicians. The question is not whether Nietzsche 
thought this, but whether it is true. Heidegger, like Hegel, has a 
thesis about an overall narrative unity to the history of western 
philosophy according to which Nietzsche represents the culmina- 
tion of certain tendencies and developments. It is beside the point to 
claim that Nietzsche did not think of himself as “the last meta- 
physician”. He may not have understood his historical situation as 
well as Heidegger does (and the meaning of the term “metaphysics” 
in Heidegger may have a broader scope than it does in Nietzsche, 
thus making Nietzsche's self-description on this point irrelevant). 
This logical point, of course, is independent of the plausibility of 
Heidegger”s theses about metaphysics and the history of western 
philosophy. Furthermore, Heidegger characterizes Nietzsche as the 
philosopher of technology, an odd claim given that Nietzsche rarely 
discusses technology. Yet this discrepancy is wholly irrelevant to 
Heidegger”s claim. According to Heidegger, each period of western 
history is characterized by a set of conceptual commitments which 
shape how we understand the world and how we go about living in 
1t. These conceptual commitments tend to be largely unconscious or 
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in some sense unavailable to those who share them. But when 
philosophers within a particular moment of history try to solve 
conceptual problems as philosophers, they too do so within the 
historical moment's commitments, and this is reflected in how they 
go about doing philosophy. Does the philosopher merely reflect 
changes in the conceptual framework, or does the philosopher in 
some sense originate them? Heidegger's account of major con- 
ceptual revolutions he associates with Plato, Descartes and 
Nietzsche seems to suggest that something (“being”) other than the 
philosopher is responsible for radical conceptual change, and the 
philosopher tunes into this, perhaps in advance of the rest of 
the community. Now on Heidegger'”s view, there are certain features 
of our conceptual commitments that make it inevitable that we will 
adopt a stance of domination and control towards everything, and 
that technology in the ordinary sense, as it manifests itself today, 18 
an especially apt but by no means the only expression of this. For 
reasons relating to the Greek etymology of the word “technology”, 
Heidegger characterizes this modern conceptual framework as 
“technological”. Thus when Heidegger says that Nietzsche is the 
philosopher of technology, he means not that Nietzsche talks about 
technology in the narrow sense, but that Nietzsche talks about 
everything in a “technological” way, thus manifesting the same 
tendency to see entities in terms of domination and control that we 
see manifested by current technological practices in the narrower 
sense. To continue with the analogy of Sally and the robots stealing 
her luggage, characterizing Nietzsche as a technological thinker is 
diagnostic, it is not meant to duplicate the propositional content of 
Nietzsche”s thought, but to step outside it and explain it. It is also 
meant to be, in a sense reminiscent of Wittgenstein, therapeutic as 
well. 

Many critics of Heidegger's approach are uncomfortable with its 
reliance on the unpublished writings. First, this 1s greatly over- 
stated; of the four volumes of the English translation, only volumes 
three and four, the lectures of 1939-40, some essays written in 1941 
and an essay written in 1944-46, show a partiality towards using the 
notes; the lectures of 1936-37 that make up the bulk of volumes one 
and two do not do this, despite Heidegger”s methodological self- 
descriptions. Heidegger also from time to time reaffirms that The 
Will to Power is not a finished book, but an editorial construction 
from Nietzsche's notes. Why then does he use it? Because some of 
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Nietzsche's most interesting suggestions are found there. More to 
the point, why does he not refrain from using 1t? Is there no sig- 
nificance in the fact that Nietzsche allegedly rejected these notes, 
and at least did not see them through to publication? 

It is difficult to see why. As Heidegger explains, he is not engaged 
in writing a biography. He is writing an exegesis of some philoso- 
phical texts. Nietzsche the human being has no particular authority 
to say that we should or should not examine a particular text. 
Suppose that a mathematician succeeded in proving Fermat's 
Conjecture, but in a fit of confusion, failed to see the significance of 
what he had done and falsely concluded that his attempted proof 
was a failure. He decides not to publish it, and it is found among his 
papers. Are we then by some unwritten rule forbidden to read and 
evaluate 1t? 

Thus when Heidegger offers his interpretation, the word 
“Nietzsche” is just a label he assigns to a body of texts, remarkable 
or not, not because some particular human being authorized their 
reading, but because of their propositional content. It is strange 
that a preoccupation with Nietzsche's personal authorization 
should loom large only among analytic and deconstructionist 
interpreters, both of whom for differing reasons, one might think, 
would take the point established long ago by New Criticism that 
authorial intention (including the intention to publish) counts for 
little. All this aside, there might be particular value nonetheless in 
focusing attention on unpublished materials, for it is here that we 
might be more likely to catch a thought “in motion” as it were. 

The final reason why Í suspect that Heidegger's interpretation of 
Nietzsche is resisted is inertia. To understand Heidegger's 
Nietzsche, one has to know Heidegger, the development he passed 
through from being Husserl's student to being the author of Being 
and Time, the further development of his position in Introduction to 
Metaphysics in 1930, and the content of the Nietzsche lectures and 
essays of the 1930s and 1940s. This amounts to approximately a 
thousand pages of material, much of 1t written in an extraordinarily 
opaque style. Then it would be helpful if one had some indepen- 
dently conceived interpretation of Nietzsche that one could appeal 
to in evaluating Heidegger”s claims. All this is difficult; it is far 
easier to focus on his methodological unsoundness for relying on 
the unpublished writings; in any case, one might think that Hei- 
degger is obviously incapable of generating an adequate 
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interpretation, given his agenda-driven characterization of 
Nietzsche as the philosopher of technology, when Nietzsche clearly 
never discusses technology in any sustained or important way. 

Heidegger's Nietzsche was developed in a series of lecture courses 
and essays in the main written in the late 1930s and early to mid- 
1940s, subsequently published in two volumes in German in 1961 
and published in four volumes from 1979 to 1987; I rely on the 
paperback edition of the latter, published in two volumes in 1991 
(which, however, retalns the separate four-volume pagination of the 
hardcover volumes). The English text contains the following 
materials: “The Will to Power as Art”, lectures from 1936-37; “The 
Eternal Recurrence of the Same”, lectures from 1937; “The Will to 
Power as Knowledge”, lectures from 1939; “The Eternal Recurrence 
of the Same and Will to Power”, an undelivered lecture manuscript 
from 1939; “Nietzsche's Metaphysics”, a manuscript from 1940; 
“European Nihilism”, lectures from 1940; *Nihilism as Determined 
by the History of Being”, an essay from 1944-46; “Who is Nietz- 
sche's Zarathustra?”, a lecture from 1953. Since this last lecture 18 
not included in the German edition, I do not consider it here. Three 
further essays from 1941, *Metaphysics as History of Being, 
“Sketches for a History of Being as Metaphysics”, and “Recollection 
of Metaphysics”, have been translated and published separately by 
Joan Stambaugh in The End of Philosophy.* Though what 1 have 
called Heidegger's external explanation and assessment of Nietz- 
sche”s thought in terms of his own “history of being” hypothesis 
intrudes periodically throughout the materials, 1t really only dom- 
inates the “European Nihilism” lectures and the “Nihilism as 
Determined by the History of Being” essay; the three further essays 
just mentioned are largely concerned with the “history of being” 
hypothesis, so I do not consider them here. 


THE WILL TO POWER AS ART 


Heidegger's first lecture series ostensibly concerns Nietzsche's views 
on art; to anticipate Heidegger”s ultimate concern, however — which 
emerges towards the end of the lecture series — is to make sense of 
Nietzsche's perspectivism as a metaphysical and epistemological 
doctrine. He summarizes Nietzsche's views in the form of five 
claims: (1) “Art 1s the most perspicuous and familiar configuration 
of will to power”, (2) “Art must be grasped in terms of the artist”, (3) 
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According to the expanded concept of artist, “art is the basic 
occurrence of all beings; to the extent that they are, beings are self- 
creating, created”, (4) “Art is the distinctive countermovement to 
nihilism, and (5) “Art is worth more than “the truth” ”.? Heidegger's 
concern, as the claims indicate, is not primarily to develop Nietz- 
sche's thought in aesthetics as it 15 commonly understood. Most 
philosophical theories in aesthetics are directed at spectator 
experience and the legitimation or delegitimation of aesthetic claims 
about art objects. For Nietzsche, according to Heidegger, the 
interest in discussing art is that the artist's creative activity 1s best 
conceptualized as will to power. Assuming that we accept a meta- 
physics of will to power, this will assist us in understanding in what 
sense things in general are “creative”. Heidegger characterizes this 
creativity as “form-engendering force”.* Since we have already dis- 
cussed the reasons for taking a metaphysical reading of the will to 
power seriously in a previous chapter, we can set that issue aside 
here. In any case, Heidegger does not argue here for a metaphysical 
reading as opposed to other possibilities. 

What interests Heidegger most is the relationship between our 
creative and cognitive interests, or as he calls them, “art” and “truth”, 
and the “raging discordance” between them.* In particular, he wants 
to clarify the relationship between this conflict, the two-world 
picture and perspectivism. If we begin with the two-world picture, 
which Heidegger often refers simply to as “Platonism”, it seems that 
we have a contrast between a sensuous world which is regarded as 
unreal, and a non-sensuous world accessible to reason which is real. 
If art is fundamentally concerned with the (devalorized) sensuous 
and philosophy with the (valorized) non-sensuous, then one possl- 
ble construal of Nietzsche's repudiation of the two-world picture 
would be a simple reversal. This would have cognitive and eval- 
uative implications: the sensuous is now regarded as the real and the 
proper object of our cognitive interests, and the non-sensuous 1s 
regarded as the unreal. Such a position would be nothing more than 
a form of empiricism. We could add that if what is to be regarded as 
real is what is to be valued, then reversal entails that we should 
value the sensuous world and not value the (unreal) non-sensuous 
world. 

Heidegger recognizes, however, that this is too simple. The pri- 
mary obstacle here is that 1t cannot be integrated with Nietzsche's 
“untruth as a condition of life” rhetoric (BGE $4), the association of 
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art with healthy illusion (VCW, Epilogue), and the connection of 
art so conceived with the sensuous. For if art is concerned with the 
sensuous, and has value because it shields us from harsh truths, we 
seem to have landed back in the two-world picture, with the non- 
sensuous as the realm of truth and the sensuous as the realm of 
illusion. 

Matters are complicated still further by Heidegger”s acceptance 
of some version of the panpsychist metaphysics described in 
Chapter 4. This implies that there is another sense in which the 
sensuous has priority over the non-sensuous: all beings are experl- 
encers in some sense, which suggests that there are no non-sensory 
beings left over to be the denizens of a non-sensory realm. Fur- 
thermore, Heidegger also thinks that Nietzsche is committed to 
phenomenalism, the view that objects of experience become the sum 
of all experiencers” “perspectives” on them, which also eliminates a 
non-sensory realm.? How can there be a “raging discordance” 
between two terms if one of the terms drops out? 

Heidegger”s resolution is as follows. If we turn from Nietzsche”s 
claims about art to his claims about cognition instead, then we see 
some prominent Kantian themes. Recall that on Kant's view the 
world of experience gives us neither direct access to mind- 
independent objects, nor indirect access to them by way of inner 
representations that correspond to them. Rather, the mind has 
various structures that 1t imposes on the manifold of sensation, thus 
creating stable objects that we can then explore with the resources 
of empirical science.* In a certain sense, these objects are “in the 
mind”; what lies “outside the mind” is unknowable. These structures, 
when properly employed, can generate some a priori knowledge 
about the empirical realm (because it is partly responsible for 
creating it). However, the mind is tempted to try to use these cog- 
nitive structures to generate a priori knowledge about the mind- 
independent world. This 1t cannot do, for there is no assurance of 
any isomorphism between these structures and a domain which they 
played no role in creating. 

If a post-Kantian were to set aside what is “outside the mind”, the 
Kantian thing-in-itself, as an incoherent notion, then the sphere of 
the mind-independent becomes even more inappropriate as a target 
for a priori knowledge. Since there is literally nothing to know. 
Nietzsche often talks in these terms about rationalist metaphysics 
(TTUL $3). However, he also often seems to be saying that the very 
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fact that the mind imposes structures on sensations to create a 
world of stable objects renders these objects somehow illegitimate 
or illusory. We think that there are stable objects but really there 
aren't, because we have created them. Of course Kant would not 
have been happy with this way of putting things, but it is under- 
standable: we do tend epistemically to downgrade features of 
experiences which are artefacts of how we experience in more 
ordinary contexts. 

The first thing we notice about this quasi-Kantian model is that 1t 
attributes to the mind in its epistemic modes something akin to 
artistic creativity: the mind takes sensations as raw materials and 
imposes a form on them to yield a product. For this reason, when 
Heidegger speaks of the mind”s imposition of structure on experl- 
ence, he calls this “poetizing”, both to indicate the parallel and to 
evoke the Greek sense of “poetic”, meaning *productive”. Heidegger, 
noting this similarity, asserts that for Nietzsche art and knowledge 
are the same thing. If we regard Nietzsche's rejection of the thing- 
in-itself as involving some sort of phenomenalism, then this 
impression would be strengthened. The contrast between art as 
illusion and science as knowledge would only make sense if science 
transcends “appearances” towards something beyond them, while 
art fails to deliver anything other than appearances. This line of 
thought can seem to suggest that the whole distinction between the 
truth and illusion has broken down, and with it any discordance. 

To avoid this difficulty, Heidegger suggests that the discordance 
can be found in two ways. First, the scientist, unlike the artist, 
regards the appearance produced as “the sole definitive appearance”, 
while suppressing awareness of the (transcendental) creativity 1t 
involves. The scientist is a self-deceived artist, while the artist is not 
so afflicted. In this sense, science gives us expedient falsehoods but 
they are only falsehoods in the sense of this claim of exclusivity, 
since everything is creatively engendered appearance. 

But more importantly, Heidegger sees a difference in the modes 
of creativity involved. Creativity involves an encounter with the 
world before form and structure have been imposed upon it. Think 
of this world as a kind of “chaos”. In the quasi-Kantian account, the 
chaos in question is the chaos of sensation apart from categorial 
form.” Creativity is supposed to be life enhancing. The will to power 
in its cognitive mode requires that we interpret the world as a 
simplified, fixed stasis — this is the “expedient falsification” — in order 
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better to cope with what would otherwise be the overwhelming 
character of undigested chaos. This is “empowering” in a sense, as it 
enhances our ability to cope pragmatically, but represents a fun- 
damentally different tendency than the will to power as artistic 
creativity, for the dominant note of artistic creativity is to dissolve 
limits, to destroy barriers and to overcome resistance. By contrast, 
the cognitive impulse creates limits, erects barriers and “perma- 
nentizes” resistance. “Truth” seeks to contain chaos; “art”, to create 
new forms, must invite it. 

But to contain chaos restrains the will to power as creativity, 
which wants to destroy these limits to expand power. For Hel- 
degger, the cognitive interest and the aesthetic interest, though 
similar in source and epistemic result, both being expressions of will 
to power, and both generating nothing but perspectives, are fun- 
damentally opposed in their direction and value. The cognitive 
interest gives us expedient reifications that help us cope by limiting 
us, While art gives us empowering dissolutions of precisely these 
expedient reifications. Though “truth” and “art” both involve 
appearance or perspective, the latter is liberating, loosens you up, 
gets your juices flowing, while the former is stultifying even if 
expedient. This is the sense that Heidegger attaches to “untruth as a 
condition of life” — we need art (life-enhancing dissolutions) so that 
we do not perish of truth (stultifying reifications). In a sense, both 
“art” and “truth” are modes of combat, but “art” is the courageous 
one and “truth” is the cowardly one. This basic account would prove 
very influential for later French interpreters of Nietzsche. 

But is it an accurate reading of Nietzsche's intention? Arguably 
not, for three reasons. First, while the presence of Kantian- 
constructivist themes in Nietzsche, especially in the late notebooks, 
is undeniable, it is far from clear what exactly Nietzsche is doing 
with these themes. An alternative reading would be that though late 
Nietzsche borrows Kantian cognitive psychology, he abandons the 
sort of transcendental idealism that Heidegger attributes to him. On 
this view, the Kantian apparatus is merely a helpful heuristic for 
generating empirical hypotheses in cognitive psychology, but that 
we can adopt a third-person point of view and assess the products 
of these cognitive processes by comparing them to what our best 
empirical theories tell us otherwise about the world. For example, 
Kant might be right in thinking that we are unable to imagine non- 
Euclidean space, and yet our best empirical theory might show that 
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space is non-Euclidean. This would allow the “falsification” rhetoric to 
proceed without any reliance on a contrast between the phenomenal 
world and some radically contrasting and inaccessible noumenal 
world, or with reliance on the notion of a pre-schematized, 
pre-reification experience as a privileged, chaotic truth contrasted 
with the falsified world or ordinary as well as scientifically 
regimented experience. Though such a view might make Nietzsche 
less philosophically interesting, 1t is a coherent one that helps to 
avoid some of the seeming paradoxes involved in Nietzsche's use of 
the Kantian model of perception. If an “interesting” Nietzsche is an 
incoherent one, it is not clear that we should take him seriously. 

Second, Heidegger”s exceedingly abstract characterization of “art' 
and “truth” here conceal some homespun facts about both, even if a 
transcendental idealist account of them were accepted. Art may 
very well involve the dissolution of limits and the creation of new 
forms, and cognitive experience may very well involve transcen- 
dental processes that bear some resemblance to artistic creation. 
But ordinary artistic creation reworks materials found within the 
phenomenal world, objects already produced by these transcen- 
dental processes. And the reworking of objects that art involves has 
nothing to do with undoing these transcendental processes; rather, 
It presupposes them. Artistic creativity has to do with, say, 
reshaping a lump of clay into a differently shaped object, a sculp- 
ture. But both the lump and the sculpture are ordinary empirical 
objects, and per hypothesis, products of the transcendental pro- 
cesses of reification, synthesis and so on. All artistic materials are 
always already the products of such operations, and no artistic 
processes ever unwind them. If we see that the two kinds of fash- 
i¡oning occur at different levels, we can see that there is no dis- 
cordance here at all. When I sculpt, 1 do not threaten to undo the 
metaphysical structure of the empirical world; and that structure, 
far from being an obstacle to my creativity, is a necessary condition 
of it. 

Third, if we reject a transcendental idealist gloss on the reification 
theme, Heidegger has simply misidentified the “terrifying truth” that 
we need artistic illusion to shield us from the pseudo-truth of 
stultifying reifications and rationalist flights of fancy. The terrifying 
truths Nietzsche is thinking of when sounding the discordance 
theme are claims like “the world is a flux”, “all beings seek power”, 
“there is no God”, “there is no moral order” and the like. Not only 


145 


NIETZSCHE: A GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED 


are these terrifying truths different from the reification theme, they 
are in conflict with it. For these terrifying truths are the signs of 
chaos that we seek to shield ourselves from. A better character- 
ization would be, “we need both art as illusion and cognition as 
reification to shield us from the terrifying truth of chaos that 
threatens to break in on us from without”. Heidegger's confusion on 
this score is probably best attributed to a tendency (not overtly 
manifested in his text, so this is somewhat speculative) to run 
together the art versus truth theme and the cognition as Kantian 
form-imposition theme, as articulated by the late Nietzsche, with 
the art versus truth theme in Birth of Tragedy. In Birth of Tragedy, 
there is also the notion that there are terrifying truths which 
Apollinian art especially shields us from. But these terrifying truths 
all point back to a terrifying basic truth: that the Kantian-Scho- 
penhauerian thing-in-itself is will. Similarly, the descriptions of 
Apollinian art, with their emphasis on balm and illusion, are often 
couched in terms reminiscent of phenomenality. Hence the contrast 
with the terrifying truth of the noumenal will. This might lead one 
to think that when late Nietzsche makes similar claims about art 
and truth, and discusses the experience shaping role of a quasi- 
Kantian subject, that the late writings must also somehow connect 
these themes. Since they cannot be connected in the same way as 
before, as late Nietzsche has no thing-in-itself to play the old role, 
they must be connected in some other way. Heidegger”s solution to 
this problem is ingenious, but in the end distorts Nietzsche”s posi- 
tion rather than illuminates it. Nietzsche does think that the will to 
power manifests itself as both art and cognition in much the way 
that Heidegger claims (with my caveat about how Nietzsche psy- 
chologizes the transcendental), and that there is a tension between 
art as illusion and terrifying truths. But since terrifying truths 
cannot be associated with a thing-in-itself and comforting illusions 
with a contrasting phenomenal world, the distinction between 
illusion and truth must be one which transpires within the phe- 
nomenal (that is, the only world). It is better to think that both art 
and cognitive reifications are phenomenal illusions in relation to 
some other phenomenal truth than to think of the reification pro- 
cess Itself as the threat we should be terrified of. 
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THE ETERNAL RECURRENCE OF THE SAME 


The second lecture series concerns the eternal recurrence doctrine. 
In terms of our prior discussion, Heidegger's account is a hybrid of 
an experiential and a metaphysical interpretation. The experiential 
aspect of the interpretation is in some respects indebted to Hel- 
degger's own account of authenticity in Being and Time,? where he 
had presented a phenomenological description of what it is like to 
be a human being, a “Dasein”, from a first-person point of view. 
This description divided into two separate but interrelated 
accounts: what it is like to be inauthentic and what it is like to be 
authentic. Inauthenticity is described in terms of a human being's 
embeddedness in a cultural and pragmatic milieu in which the 
environment presents itself to Dasein as a holistic field of entities 
with functional characteristics (tools, in an extended sense), avail- 
able for use in projects. Each functional entity not only has a 
particular use, but these uses are relationally interdependent (so a 
hammer's function cannot be specified without reference to a nail's 
function). The totality of these interdependent functions comprises 
a world of meaningful entities. The functional characteristics, in 
turn, are produced by social norms. Since social norms are only 
possible if there are human beings to sustain them through patterns 
of norm-governed activity, the world or environment as the totality 
of these functional characteristics is ultimately “mind-dependent' (to 
use an expression Heidegger, with his resistance to Cartesianism, 
would object to). Similarly, Dasein finds itself embedded in such an 
environment with other Daseins, all of whom are subject to social 
norms as well (perhaps best thought of as norms that create roles 
and standards of role-appropriate conduct). These roles are simi- 
larly interdependent and bound up with the pragmatic meaning of 
non-human entities (a hammer is for hammering, a carpenter is one 
who hammers, a carpenter works with a plumber to build a house, 
and so on). On Heidegger's account, to regard one's role as obli- 
gatory is inescapable but inauthentic. Underneath it all, Daseins are 
free agents who choose to embrace a social role and the pragmatic 
projects that come with it, and the binding character of the norms 
stems ultimately from nothing more than Dasein's determination to 
regard them as binding. 

As Heidegger focuses his description on the phenomenological 
character of agency itself, he observes that it has an intrinsically 
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temporal aspect to it. The environmental milieu presents itself to 
Dasein as something Dasein is “thrown” into, like coming into a 
movie in the middle: the roles, functions and norms all present 
themselves to Dasein as something that was there before, and thus 
contain an intrinsic reference to the past. Yet they are also given to 
awareness — 1 see a hammer before me, inviting me to take it up and 
hammer — and this givenness to awareness Heidegger regards as 
bound up with the sense of being in the temporal present. Finally, 
norms and the entities they govern make demands on Dasein in 
terms of what projects are to be pursued and what kinds of goal- 
orientated activities are appropriate. This awareness of the envir- 
onment as making demands for goal-orientated activities contains 
within it an intrinsic reference to the future, towards which the 
completion of the goal-orientated activity is directed. Dasein does 
not confront this temporal structure of its experience, activity and 
environment with indifference. To be responsive to these temporally 
structured demands is to care about how things are to be and what 
is to be done. For this reason, Heidegger says that Dasein is 
essentially “care”. So care is the heart of agency, and it is by virtue of 
agency that we have norms and norm-responsiveness, and thus have 
a meaningful environment or “world” at all. Heidegger's more 
striking claim is that agency produces this temporal structure: if 
there was nothing to be done, there would be no such thing as the 
future at all. Furthermore, he claims that the experience of objec- 
tive, non-pragmatic time of the sort referred to in scientific theories 
is the product of abstraction from the richer pragmatic temporality 
just described. Thus even the time of nature is in a sense “'mind- 
dependent”; Heidegger's metaphysics of time is both a “tensed” and 
an “idealist” one. 

But thus far we have only seen Dasein in its inauthentic or “fallen” 
mode, immersed in projects and work-teams, thoughtlessly subject 
to social norms and roles. Underneath this is an anxi0us awareness 
that acquiescence is a surrender of one's freedom. However, when 
we momentarily detach ourselves from the world and are aware of 
its arbitrariness, we do not experience the world atemporally, 
because even if we distance ourselves from projects by ceasing to 
regard anything as “what must be done”, we are still aware of 
another kind of temporality which we also create: the awareness 
that no matter what we do, and even if we did nothing, we are still 
hurtling towards our inevitable annihilation. In the face of death we 
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cannot escape responsibility for choosing the sort of life we are to 
live. This kind of awareness of time is also tensed and mind- 
dependent, but as it does not involve immersion in socially defined 
projects and expectations, and persists even in the absence of oth- 
ers, Heidegger characterizes it as “authentic temporality”. 

The stripping away of one's thoughtless and immersed commit- 
ments, the awareness that one must nonetheless choose what kind 
of life to lead, all occurs in a “moment”. Though one cannot in 
response simply create a life out of nothing, in this moment we 
become aware of the cultural possibilities available to us as an 
inheritance from the cultural past. We must choose “resolutely” to 
embrace one of these possibilities and make it our own, henceforth 
aiming at future possibilities that are our own free choice and for 
which we can take full responsibility. 

In the lecture series, Heidegger initially interprets the experience 
of coming to believe that eternal recurrence is true” and then 
affirming it despite one's sufferings as akin to the existential crisis in 
which one confronts the cultural legacy, freely chooses a role as 
one's “destiny” and then projects oneself forward into the future in 
conformity with the lucidly chosen role. This existentializing of the 
eternal recurrence experience seems on the face of it entirely at odds 
with the elements of fatalism and repetition at work in Nietzsche's 
conception.'” However, this experiential aspect of Heidegger's 
interpretation is important, since one might think that his account 
was entirely a metaphysical one, concerned only with an accurate 
interpretation of the cosmos as fated and recurrent. As we shall see, 
however, the existential and metaphysical aspects of his inter- 
pretation are connected in a surprising way. 

The metaphysical aspect of the interpretation is presented in ten 
theses about the world. (1) The doctrine concerns the world in its 
collective (as opposed to pervasive) character; (2) The pervasive 
character of the world is force; (3) Force is intrinsically finite; (4) 
Given 2 and 3, the world is finite; (5) The play of forces never 
achieves any equilibrium or steady state; (6) The number of possible 
world states is finite; (7) Space is finite and imaginary; (8) Time is 
infinite and real; (9) The world, lacking any intrinsic, humanly 
significant order, is “chaos”; (10) The world is nonetheless governed 
by “necessity”.'!' From these theses, a “proof” of sorts follows: if the 
world is finite in its range of possible states and cannot achieve any 
steady state, but time is infinite, then eventually the range of states 
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is run through and the world must begin again with a previous 
state. If the transitions from state to state follow of necessity, then 
the world”s history must eternally recur. 

Heidegger”s first point about the argument is that despite 
Nietzsche's image as a “philosopher of becoming”, the eternal 
recurrence gives us a picture of a world with a permanent, fixed 
structure of a sort. For though there is no permanent world of stasis 
beyond the world of flux, as would be the case if there were Platonic 
Forms, and the world of flux has no smaller-scale permanent 
structures within it, as would be the case if there were Aristotelian 
essences or natural laws, the world as a whole and each idiosyn- 
cratic event, process and configuration within 1t has become eternal 
by virtue of repetition. In this sense, Heidegger still discerns a 
Platonizing impulse in Nietzsche's thought. 

Heidegger”s second point about the preceding is that 1t cannot be 
construed as an empirical thesis; the claims hinge on what force 
must be like, what time must be like, given their natures, and the 
argument as a whole has a deductive character. It is thus a bit of 
rationalist metaphysics. Setting aside the question of how serious 
Nietzsche was about the argument, Heidegger”s interpretation of 
the argument as rationalist metaphysics is surely correct. What is 
puzzling about this fact is that one would think Nietzsche would 
have known that it was rationalist argumentation. It is quite at odds 
with his own quasi-Kantian account of rationalist metaphysics as 
the product of the misuse of conceptual structures imposed on 
sensory experience, and the illusoriness of any attempt to char- 
acterize the world as it is in itself through arguments that pre- 
suppose structures of rationality that “map onto” the real nature of 
the world. This is the puzzle that Heidegger sets out to solve. 

Heidegger's response is surprising. Recall that Heidegger”s 
Nietzsche pursues knowledge by imposing order on the chaos of 
experience, and that there is no thing-in-itself that can be contrasted 
with the world of experience by virtue of which we could regard it 
as inferior to any other form of cognition. Two consequences fol- 
low. First, the eternal recurrence is simply true. It is a feature of the 
world of experience, and the world of experience, though it can be 
impugned as stultifying, cannot be regarded as an illusion in the 
sense of not being isomorphic with a mind-independent world. 
Second, since the world of experience has the character that 1t does 
by virtue of the mind's imposition of order on the chaos of 
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experience, it follows that the thinker of the thought of eternal 
recurrence makes it become true by virtue of thinking the thought. It 
is for this reason that Heidegger repeatedly quotes the passage, “To 
impose upon becoming the character of being — that is the supreme 
will to power. Twofold falsification, on the part of the senses and of 
the spirit, to preserve a world of that which is, which abides, which 
is equivalent, etc. That everything recurs is the closest approxima- 
tion of a world of becoming to a world of being: — high point of the 
meditation” (WP $617). But Heidegger has already repudiated talk 
of falsification” as hyperbole — there is no “true world” in relation to 
which the structure we impose on experience could be said to be 
false. Thus the world eternally recurs, and we make it so. Fur- 
thermore, since the eternal recurrence doctrine does not reify indi- 
vidual entities or types, but rather eternalizes becoming in all its 
irreducible complexity, its projection is a purely creative act which 
does not stultify at all. 

This “transcendental” interpretation of the eternal recurrence in 
turn dovetails with the experiential account inspired by the choice 
of authenticity. If we think of the transcendental subject as spon- 
taneous, both as agent and as source of the structure of the 
empirical world, then 1t would appear that we do not merely make 
the world eternally recur: we choose to make it eternally recur by 
authentically appropriating the past and authentically projecting 
ourselves towards a future. Thus the eternal recurrence turns out to 
be not about submitting to fate and ecstatically afirming life despite 
suffering, but about assuming responsibility for the world as a 
whole and bending it, even in its widest collective character, to our 
will. It is for this reason that Heidegger makes the otherwise mys- 
terious claim that “will to power” and “eternal recurrence” mean 
essentially the same thing. 

Though Heidegger seems to have characterized the logic of the 
argument correctly (he makes no attempt to evaluate its validity, 
however), and his impression that a Platonizing impulse is allied 
with it seems right as far as 1t goes, the larger claims he makes about 
it seem wide of the mark. First, there is no evidence that Nietzsche 
was aware of the rationalist character of the argument. This is 
because when Nietzsche talks about the mind's relationship to 
experience in a “transcendental' vein, he only ever comments on our 
tendencies to (1) circumscribe and unify regions of “chaos” as if they 
were entities, (2) classify entities, events, processes, etc. as if they 
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were types (including classifying events as instantiating natural 
laws), and (3) project grammatical form on experience so that the 
“chaos” has a substance/property structure isomorphic with lan- 
guage”s subject/predicate structure. Yet certain propositions in the 
proof fit none of these. For example, when Nietzsche says that time 
is infinite, there is no indication that he regards this as a product of 
how we cannot help but think about time given the structure of our 
cognition. Indeed, it seems that the alleged facts about the world 
that need to be known in order to arrive at the conclusion that the 
world eternally recurs are precisely facts about the world as it is in 
conflict with the schematizing, form-imposing propensities of the 
mind. Nietzsche seems to have regarded these facts “nalvely” or “pre- 
critically”. This suggests that there are limits to how far one can 
push a transcendental idealist interpretation of Nietzsche. Though 
he uses notions borrowed from transcendental idealism opportu- 
nistically and naturalizes them into his own cognitive psychology, 
he seems to have thought that claims like “the world is force”, “time 
is infinite” and so on are simply and discernibly true of the world 
apart from any order we might impose on experience. We even 
apprehend these truths more clearly the more we become aware of 
and set aside the distortive effects of our cognitive psychology. 
Second, even if it were true that we make it the case that time, for 
example, is infinite by virtue of a structure we impose on experience 
the same problem mentioned above arises. It makes some sense to 
say that I choose to believe something, and 1t can even make sense 
to say that in choosing to believe something I make it true (in non- 
philosophical contexts, we call this “self-fulfilling prophecy”). Fur- 
thermore, we can easily imagine a Kierkegaardian approach to 
eternal recurrence in which I choose to believe it without evidence 
or argument, thus transforming my life in the process. But whatever 
processes there may be of a Kantian character that impose form on 
my experience so that 1 can discover the “metaphysics of experi- 
ence”, the body of necessary, a priori truths about the empirical 
world are not themselves subject to my choice. For Kant at least, if 
I chose not to impose them, I would cease to experience altogether. 
While Nietzsche did not regard these structures as necessary for 
empirical thought (at least we can imagine what the world is like 
without them), he did think them contingently inescapable, being 
the product of our evolutionary history and inheritance. We do not 
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choose these structures: biological and linguistic history have 
already “chosen” them for us. 

Finally, the phenomenological description of willing eternal 
recurrence, which concerns the distinctive state in the agent's 
response to a world regarded as eternally recurring, seems to 
involve too much transposition of Heidegger'”s earlier existentialist 
account of authenticity to be fully convincing as an account of 
Nietzsche's experience. Though Nietzsche's “affirmation” and Hei- 
degger's “resoluteness” in some sense share the adoption of a posi- 
tive attitude towards one's own life, a sense of its finitude, and a 
refusal to squander it in the wrong sort of way, these very general 
similarities conceal large differences. The most obvious one, of 
course, is that Heideggerian resoluteness is chosen. It is one of 
Nietzsche's stable commitments throughout his authorship that 
there is no such thing as free will. Thus it is better to regard the life 
affirming experience Nietzsche is trying to capture as a matter of 
desiring rather than choosing; to will” eternal recurrence is a matter 
of being “strong” enough to want it. Second, Heideggerian reso- 
luteness contrasts with immersion in social norms. Nietzsche's own 
critique of morality cannot be assimilated to such a model, because 
his objections to modern morality are specific and substantive, 
whereas an existentialist critique of morality, rooted as it is in a 
notion of criterionless choice, is far more sweeping — it becomes a 
critique of all possible social norms when taken up in a certain way. 
Nietzsche's life affirming stance, by contrast, is not about repu- 
diating immersion in social norms, but about celebrating life despite 
one's own and others” suffering. Failing to achieve the appropriate 
stance does not mean falling back into immersion in alien social 
norms and conferring on them an unreal authority; falling to 
achieve the appropriate stance means desiring that the world be 
different, or in the extreme case, that it not exist at all. This point 
dovetails with Nietzsche”s rejection of free will, for the main reason 
we must affirm suffering is because every event in the world, 
including all events within one's own life, is necessary. Though 1t is 
interesting to see how far Heidegger can push a non-naturalistic 
reading of Nietzsche, in doing so he misses key phenomenological 
descriptions which presuppose a naturalistic, and thus for Nietzsche 
a deterministic, setting. 


153 


NIETZSCHE: A GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED 


THE WILL TO POWER AS KNOWLEDGE 


Thus far we have presented Heidegger's Nietzsche as if his episte- 
mological commitments were to be understood as a kind of Kan- 
tianism. In the third lecture series, “The Will to Power as 
Knowledge”, Heidegger refines and transforms the Kantian theme 
of the mind imposing order on a chaos of sensations into a picture 
that owes more to his own earlier views. In Being and Time, Hei- 
degger criticized the Cartesian picture of the mind as a substance or 
property-bearer, with representations as its properties, representa- 
tions which when accurate correspond to another world outside the 
mind. Arguably, on traditional readings, Kant also presupposes 
some such picture, as if sensations are “inside” the mind, and the 
mind can therefore reach out and touch them in the act of imposing 
form on them. Early Heidegger is determined to reject such a pic- 
ture in favour of an embodied subject, embedded in a larger 
environment and in direct perceptual contact and pragmatic 
engagement with it. Yet he also wants to retain something of the 
Kantian notion that the orderliness of that environment is in some 
sense “mind-dependent”. Heidegger”s version of transcendental ide- 
alism instead regards this imposed order as a matter of how one 
interprets as meaningful the environment in which one finds oneself. 
Though this does not involve imposing a structure on sensations, 
the environment still displays the character and affordances 1t does 
by virtue of the pragmatic (and hence human-dependent) sig- 
nificance we attribute to what we find in it. If we did not orient 
ourselves in the environment in terms of these interpretive expec- 
tations, the environment would present itself to us as meaninglessly 
complex, impossible to orient ourselves in and, in a word, “chaotic”. 
Heidegger now brings this notion of order-imposition to bear on his 
interpretation of Nietzsche: when Nietzsche speaks of imposing 
order on chaos, he means that we project “horizons” of intelligibility 
on an otherwise meaningless environment. Heideggerizing 
Nietzsche in this way seems to be an application of interpretative 
charity on Heidegger”s part: Nietzsche could not have seriously 
regarded the mind as a Cartesian container. Much of Heidegger”s 
evidence for this reading draws on Nietzsche's frequent reference to 
the importance of the body as a philosophical starting point. It is 
not altogether clear, however, that Heidegger and Nietzsche mean 
the same thing by “body” here. For Nietzsche, it seems that the 
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notion of the body refers to the object of a third-person scientific 
inquiry, not a first-person phenomenological description. To be 
sure, given Nietzsche”s panpsychism, he will then go on to char- 
acterize it as a social system composed of many “souls”. But this too 
is quite alien to Heidegger's own anti-Cartesianism, and is not how 
my body presents itself to me phenomenologically anyway. 

Ultimately, though, Heidegger will want partially to assimilate 
Nietzsche to Descartes in his epistemology, if not in his philosophy 
of mind. For he takes it that Nietzsche begins with the assumption, 
shared with every western philosopher from Plato to Descartes, that 
truth is correspondence. This is only the starting point, however, for 
according to Heidegger Nietzsche ends with a pragmatist concep- 
tion of truth. In brief, if truth is conceived as some cognitive state in 
correspondence with reality, that means that there is a distinction 
between epistemically valued cognitive states and epistemically 
disvalued cognitive states. However, if there is no world beyond the 
world we create by our interpretative activity, then there are no 
truth conditions, and “truth? can be nothing more than “valued 
cognitive state”. If “'valued” boils down to nothing more than the 
result of an estimation of value by the will to power, then that is all 
truth will be as well. Heidegger even uses the term Justification” in 
this connection, which suggests analogies between Nietzsche's and 
Peirce”s conceptions of truth as idealized justification. 

A similar pragmatist transformation is at work in Heidegger'”s 
comments about Nietzsche's conception of knowledge. Heidegger 
begins with the claim that since Descartes, knowledge is understood 
in terms of certainty, indubitability, incorrigibility and the like. But 
if a world independent of our cognition is eliminated, these too 
must be reduced to something inherently subjective. Thus for 
Heidegger”s Nietzsche, objective certainty, a state of the subject's 
assurance combined with a guarantee of correct correspondence, 
becomes merely subjective certainty. Only the assurance remains. 
This assurance, in the end, comes from the success the subject has in 
navigating the environment whose interpretative significance it has 
conferred upon it. 

The transcendental condition of the possibility of this success is 
that the subject produces a presupposed “horizon” of background 
beliefs and concepts, especially formal concepts, through which it 
interprets and thus constitutes its environment. A central feature of 
this “horizon” is commitment to the laws of logic. There is a link 
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between the “logic horizon” and the sense of subjective assurance 
because unlike other background expectations, the expectation that 
the world will be found to be self-consistent is one which cannot 
possibly fail to obtain. We therefore experience a kind of “certainty” 
about the world at least in this respect. Reading Nietzsche's dis- 
cussion of the law of non-contradiction in section 516 of Will to 
Power, Heidegger notes Nietzsche's claim that the law of non- 
contradiction involves a psychological incapacity. He rightly dis- 
misses this as apparently absurd: people contradict themselves all 
the time. More promising, however, is the notion that the law of 
non-contradiction is a “command”. Heidegger plausibly reads this as 
proposing that the laws of logic are normative and not descriptive, 
that we shall not regard as real anything which violates the laws of 
logic. Heidegger's concern here seems to be driven by his (and 
Husserl's) acceptance of Frege's critique of psychologistic theories 
of logic and mathematics, and his charitable determination not 
to find such a view in Nietzsche. However, if the law of non- 
contradiction is understood as normative rather than descriptive, 1t 
must obtain by virtue of the subject's responsiveness to the norm. 
Following the line suggested above in the discussion of the eternal 
recurrence, Heidegger attributes to Nietzsche the view that just as 
the transcendental subject's ethical capacities require spontanelty, 
so too does its “world-constituting” capacities. Thus the law of non- 
contradiction obtains because we choose that it do so. We can see 
here that Heidegger”s exegesis of Nietzsche”s claim that “logic would 
be an imperative” (WP $516) ends up characterizing it in terms 
reminiscent of Kant's ethics: the laws of logic are a species of self- 
legislation, laws the will gives to itself. As we said above in our 
criticism of Heidegger”s interpretation of the eternal recurrence, this 
is to foist on Nietzsche a conception of agency that does not square 
with the texts. 

Heidegger concludes that the known world is the product of the 
will choosing to impose interpretative norms on itself, and these 
norms are chosen because they promote pragmatic success. Thus 
the world is will to power, not just in the distributive, panpsychist 
sense, but also in that our world is the product of our will to power 
in a transcendental sense. As explained above, Nietzsche uses these 
seemingly transcendental themes in terms of a naturalistic cognitive 
psychology inspired by Kant's transcendental psychology, but not 
committed to any variation on the transcendental idealist 
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metaphysics that Kant connected to it. This alternative to Hel- 
degger's interpretation allows us to make sense of Nietzsche's 
continuing use of the expression “falsification” to characterize the 
effects of our cognitive-psychological apparatus. For now the fal- 
sification in question is quite literal, but metaphysically innocuous, 
akin to the sort of falsification involved in optical illusions. Optical 
illusions by themselves do not force us to adopt a transcendental 
idealist metaphysics that makes the world (which can be experi- 
enced in part with the eyes) the product of the eyes. 


NIHILISM AGAIN 


The most interesting and controversial aspect of Heidegger's 
account of Nietzsche is what we called an external explanation and 
criticism of 1t in terms of the “history of being” hypothesis. It is 
important to repeat here the caveat expressed above: whether 
Heidegger”s interpretative hypothesis (in essence that Nietzsche is a 
sort of transcendental idealist) is correct or not is separate from any 
attempt to explain or criticize Nietzsche so interpreted. Heidegger”s 
“history of being” might be a good general account of the history of 
western philosophy, but Nietzsche might not fit into his story in 
quite the way he thinks he does. Nietzsche may not have thought 
what Heidegger says he did. Conversely, Heidegger may be right in 
characterizing Nietzsche as a kind of transcendental idealist, while 
the speculative account of the history of western philosophy might 
be wrong in fundamental ways. Finally, even if both the inter- 
pretation and the history of being hypothesis are correct, the use 
Heidegger puts them to, which is to criticize Nietzsche for being 
internal to and the culmination of this history, depends upon a 
separate evaluative stance towards that history. In many ways, 
Heidegger makes it very difficult to see any of these points. First, 
the interpretative claims become difficult to separate from the his- 
torical hypothesis. As we saw, Heidegger explains Nietzsche's 
conception of truth by comparison with Descartes”. But his way of 
communicating this point draws on the historical hypothesis that 
Nietzsche is a further development in a narrative in which Descartes 
occupies a key role. Second, the evaluative claims Heidegger wants 
to make are couched in descriptive language laden with far from 
value-neutral terminology. For example, Heidegger characterizes 
Plato's metaphysics as involving “forgetting of being”. In ordinary 
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contexts, forgetting is a bad thing. It is part of Heidegger”s rheto- 
rical strategy to persuade the reader that there is a meaningful 
narrative unity to western history, intimately connected with the 
development of western philosophy, culminating in a nihilistic crisis 
which we can escape from only by making profound changes in 
how we conceptualize the world (though he also suggests that these 
changes are not, ultimately, up to us). One way of approximating 
Heidegger”s point is to see him as proposing a kind of reverse 
Hegelianism, in which the history of thought and the history of 
social practices are in harmony with each other and develop over 
time. But while Hegel”s story is a story of progress, Heidegger's is a 
story of decline. 

To understand fully how this narrative is supposed to work, we 
must return to Being and Time. As we saw above, early Heidegger 
portrays the human condition in terms of pragmatic subjects 
embedded in a meaningful environment, pursuing projects with 
entities imbued with functional properties, traceable ultimately to 
social norms which are themselves ultimately sustained by and 
dependent upon the subjects” choice to take them seriously. Hel- 
degger'”s critique of Cartesianism, however, is broader than a mere 
antipathy towards the representationalist theory of mind. For not 
only Descartes” thought, but most modern scientific thinking, 
regards the world outside the mind as possessing only those prop- 
erties which can be captured in the net of scientific theory (“primary 
qualities? susceptible to mathematical representation). All other 
properties are regarded as in some sense not fully real, “subjective”, 
projected on the real objects science treats of ('secondary qualities” 
like colours, sounds, tastes, smells and so on). Heidegger seeks to 
destroy this privileging of the scientific account of the world by 
arguing that it is an abstraction from (really a subtraction from) the 
richer content of the pragmatic environment. If we regard the 
content of the pragmatic environment as fully real in the first place, 
then the scientific account will be seen not as demystifying, but as 
merely partial. But how can Heidegger claim that the pragmatic 
character of the world is fully real 1f it is a product of the “horizons” 
we project? Here Heidegger follows Berkeley, just as Kant did 
(though neither of them would be happy with this way of char- 
acterizing things!): if the world that science is concerned with is the 
“internal” rather than the “external” world, then there is no contrast 
to be made between the world of experience and the world of 
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science by virtue of which the richer experiential world could be 
said to be subjective in a pejorative sense when contrasted with the 
objective world of science. Of course, the sphere into which science 
gets pulled is not “the mind” as in Berkeley, but the pragmatic 
environment. In Heidegger, as in Berkeley and Kant, we can discern 
an anti-sceptical motive: if I am in direct contact with whatever is 
“inner” in the relevant sense, and we identify what is real with that 
instead of with some contrasting “outer” world, then no sceptical 
gap can open between inner and outer. (As we already saw in a 
previous chapter, this strategy 1s of limited usefulness in combating 
scepticism.) 

For Descartes, functional properties are “subjective” in the 
pejorative sense, because they are mind-dependent. It is only by 
virtue of our preferences and goals that entities have functions at 
all. In a word, entities only have ascribed functions. Interestingly, 
Heidegger agrees with this, with two caveats. First, 1t is the com- 
munity which does the ascribing. Second, there is no reason to view 
this pejoratively, since the world in which we find functions is the 
same world we study scientifically. When we study it scientifically, 
however, we must subtract or put out of play the functions that the 
entities we study possess. So the first narrative element in early 
Heidegger”s history of metaphysics is that Descartes inaugurates a 
transformation of how we think about the world, by abstracting 
away functional properties in the pragmatic environment and 
denigrating them as not real in the same way that mathematical 
properties are. This abstraction occurs at the subject-pole as well: 1f 
we abstract away the subject's pragmatic engagement in the envir- 
onment, all that remains is the subject as a purely contemplative 
entity: that which observes objects and thinks about the mathe- 
matical properties they possess. 

Aristotle, by contrast, is viewed more favourably as someone 
who takes seriously the reality of functional properties in the world. 
However, Aristotle is guilty of a different error. Recall that the 
functional properties of entities are due to social norms, and when 
we are inauthentic, we are immersed in these norms in a way that 
obscures how the collective choices of subjects sustain them in 
existence. Since these choices are themselves criterionless, it is a 
mistake to think that they are simply there to be found; they are 
made to be. Our motivation for inauthenticity hinges on our 
unwillingness to accept our mortality. For Heidegger this is linked 
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to our unwillingness to see temporality as mind-dependent (the 
primordial experience of temporality as hurtling towards our own 
non-existence). Had Aristotle been authentic in Heidegger's sense, 
he would have recognized that functional properties are always 
ascribed (though no less real for all that, as long as the ascription 
occurs). 

Late Heidegger accepts this basic account in broad outline.*? 
With this, he adds a particular account of the pre-Socratics” fun- 
damental experience of reality as “physis”, which he characterizes as 
“upsurgent presencing”. Though this notion is somewhat murky, the 
general idea seems to be that the world contains entities which are 
initially hidden in some sense, but which can unfold and manifest 
themselves, becoming available to human awareness (though the 
role of human awareness in this becoming available is suppressed or 
passed over). The real is both that which is hidden before it becomes 
manifest, that which is manifest and that which is no longer man- 
ifest. However, given the failure to appreciate the nature of time as 
a tensed, mind-dependent unity stretching from past through the 
present towards the future, there is a temptation to regard the 
present tense as peculiarly associated with the real. It is as if past 
and future were not real as well, because they do not manifest 
themselves to us as the present does. This privileging of the present 
as somehow more real than the past and the future is rooted in the 
failure to recognize the three tenses” unity, a failure itself rooted in a 
failure to appreciate time's mind-dependence and its relationship to 
our experience of hurtling towards the future out of the past. 

With Plato, these failures come to fruition in the conception of 
Platonic Forms. The origin of the idea of Platonic Forms comes 
from the conception of things as radiantly manifesting their char- 
acter in the present and thus “presencing'. Heidegger”s notion of a 
thing radiantly manifesting its character seems indebted here to 
Husserl's notion of eldetic intuition, which presupposes that things 
have abstract structural features we are capable of intuiting. This 
radiant manifesting in the present ought to be understood as a 
temporal process. But by identifying the real with the present, a 
single tense detached from the triple unity of the tenses, Plato ends 
up thinking of the temporal as unreal, and the real as atemporal. 
This paves the way for thinking of the manifest character of an 
entity as timeless. Since concrete entities themselves are obviously 
temporal, and come and go through time, the manifest character of 
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the entity must be something other than the entity. This timeless 
manifest character then becomes conceptualized not as the entity 
itself in its manifestness, but as a separable item distinct from it: the 
Platonic Form. This is Heidegger's version of the two-world 
picture. Like Nietzsche, Heidegger regards it as pernicious and 
lasting in 1ts effects. 

The faulty distinction between the concrete entity and its man- 
ifest character brings with it several other pernicious distinctions. 
First, as we have already seen, the Platonic Form is regarded as 
atemporal in contrast with the concrete: thus we have a distinction 
between “being” and “becoming”. Second, the Platonic Form comes 
to be seen as a separable repository of value (this is why I char- 
acterized “manifest character” as 'radiant”). According to Heidegger, 
in the pre-Socratic vision of the world, there is no distinction made 
between seeing things as real and seeing them as valuable. After the 
distinction between Platonic Form and concrete entity, since the 
“radiance” is associated with the Form, we come to see a distinction 
between fact and value. Third, because the Platonic Form is 
regarded as real, the concrete entity must be thought of as unreal, 
which gives us a distinction between appearance and reality. 
Fourth, since the manifest character of an entity was originally 
presented to perception-cum-eidetic-intuition as a unitary encoun- 
ter with it, when this manifest character becomes detached from the 
concrete entity given in perception, eidetic intuition becomes 
separated from perception and becomes mere “thinking” which is 
done properly when it establishes an isomorphism with the abstract 
character. Thus truth changes from manifestness to correspon- 
dence. From the standpoint of the diagnosis of nihilism, however, 1t 
is the identification of value with Platonic Form and the simulta- 
neous separation of Platonic Form from concrete entity that is 
decisive.'* 

With Descartes, the Platonic ontological interpretation acquires a 
new, subjectivist twist. By re-Interpreting the real as that which can 
be captured by a mathematical interpretation, the association of 
value with the real as Platonic Form becomes impossible. The 
subject can no longer be conceived as that which intuits this value 
either in the concrete entity (as the pre-Socratics did) or in a realm 
beyond it (as Plato did). Accordinegly, value-intuition becomes mere 
value-estimation by the subject of the concrete entity. But this can 
only be understood as preference-satisfaction or “desire”, because 
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nothing about the concrete entity as valuable shows up in the 
mathematical interpretation. At most the concrete entity has var- 
10us scientifically representable, value-neutral properties which can 
come to be taken as valued given the preferences of the subject. Its 
“radiant' character thus completely disappears. 

According to Heidegger, Nietzsche simply radicalizes this devel- 
opment. For Nietzsche, there is no isomorphism between the sub- 
ject's mathematical interpretation of entities and the independently 
real mathematical character of the entities themselves, because the 
seeming independence of the entities is an illusion, a product of the 
subject's mathematization, conceived as a quasi-Kantian ordering 
of the chaos of the subject's environmental milieu. Thus nothing 
remains except subjects, their mathematizing interpretation in the 
service of their desires, and their desires themselves. In this sense, 
the world is now will to power and nothing else. However, on 
Heidegger”s reading, this is tantamount to nihilism, since value and 
even the valued drop out of the picture completely. Note that when 
T use the word “value” here, I am using it in a slightly different sense 
than Heidegger would; for Heidegger the very concept of value is an 
artefact of the separation of the concrete entity from the manifes- 
tation of its “radiant” character. Thus it would be for him inap- 
propriate to refer to the primordial, pre-Socratic interpretation as 
fusing perception of the concrete entity with an eidetic intuition of 
both its abstract character and its value, since characterizing all this 
in terms of a fusion of disparate elements already commits the sin of 
separating them, even if only for analytical purposes. Heidegger 
arguably has a point here: when Í encounter an entity — for example 
an orange — I encounter it as present, coloured, beautiful, poten- 
tially delicious and akin to other oranges in its fruity orangeness. 
None of this should be characterized phenomenologically as 
involving mental acts of abstraction, comparison or reflection. 
Nonetheless, it is extremely difficult to articulate Heidegger”s view 
without analysing it in just this way. 

Since Heidegger regards any interpretation of reality which pre- 
supposes the various distinctions described above as 'metaphysical”, 
it is fair given his terminology to characterize Nietzsche as a 
“metaphysician”. Given an understanding of the term “technological” 
as concerning production, fashioning or shaping in any sense, 
Heidegger”s characterization of Nietzsche's view as a “technological” 
one seems fair as well; for Heidegger's Nietzsche, there is nothing to 
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life except the taking up of otherwise chaotic and intrinsically 
meaningless materials and refashioning them to produce something 
desired. That Nietzsche does not regard machinery and manage- 
ment as the “highest” expression of this is beside the point. 

Beyond this, Heidegger also sees Nietzsche as the “last” meta- 
physician. In part this is nothing more than a completeness claim: 
given the basic Platonic move, there are a finite number of per- 
mutations of it possible, and with Nietzsche, the one remaining 
permutation gets expressed. Thus after Nietzsche, any western 
metaphysical position by a philosopher will be a variation on one of 
the positions already entertained. This kind of claim is almost 
impossible to evaluate, for 1t depends upon how abstractly one 
pitches the claim that two metaphysical positions are fundamentally 
the same position. For example, I suspect that if Heidegger were 
with us today, he would say that Quine and Nietzsche are “basically” 
saying the same thing; this would no doubt have startled them both! 
But there is another, even more speculative sense in which Hei- 
degger claims that Nietzsche is eliminated, what we might call the 
“neo-Hegelian” sense.'* 

As mentioned above, according to Heidegger metaphysical 
interpretations are not simply the result of private episodes of 
thinking by specific individual thinkers. Rather, philosophers “tune 
into” the implicit interpretative scheme taken up by the larger cul- 
ture at a moment in history. These interpretative schemes manifest 
themselves not only in metaphysical thinking, but in how the era 
conceptualizes the “regional ontologies” presupposed in its scientific 
pursuits, and how it orders itself ethically and politically. These 
interpretative schemes just happen, though they happen according 
to a kind of successive narrative logic; the philosopher merely 
articulates them (and typically regards his doing so as expressing a 
timeless metaphysical truth). As we shall see, this neo-Hegelian 
theme was an important influence on Michel Foucault, and affected 
his own reception of Nietzsche. According to this conception, 
Nietzsche is not only “tuning into” the current conceptual frame- 
work, the way being gives itself out to us now, but is at the end ofa 
narrative that begins in the framework articulated by Plato. A 
2,500-year-old story is drawing to its conclusion in him and in us. 
We can either live in this last chapter, or begin a new story. It is 
Heidegger”s hope that by illustrating the unsavoury aspects of the 
common commitments of our culture from Plato to Nietzsche that 
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he can inaugurate, or at least foreshadow, a new story. This sort of 
claim is also almost impossibly difficult to evaluate. 

If we step back and reflect, we can see that both Nietzsche and 
Heidegger have a certain account of the trajectory of western 
thought in terms of a two-world picture that culminates in nihilism 
and demands a response. What is more, they both root that history 
in a fundamental dissatisfaction and misinterpretation of tempor- 
ality. For Nietzsche and Heidegger both, it is the inability to accept 
the transitoriness of the real which generates the relocation of the 
valuable into an atemporal dimension, and which ultimately leads 
to a devaluation of the concrete world. Yet their characterization of 
this differs in subtle but crucial respects. For Nietzsche, the concrete 
world is essentially a world of contest and competition; this is just a 
brute fact about how things are. Given that such a world generates 
winners and losers, it is only natural that the losers fantasize about 
another, Platonic world in which threats to their equipoise are 
erased. But the character of this fantasy world is essentially com- 
pensatory and contemplative. If we succeed in overcoming nihilism, 
the “weak” are left back where they started, as losers in the agon. 
Not only is the Platonic world a beautiful illusion but 1ts very 
beauty, 1ts character as an object of passive contemplation, is a part 
of its illusory nature; getting back in touch with the concrete world 
means renouncing the contemplation of beautiful illusion in favour 
of energetic activity. 

Heidegger”s picture is subtly different. For Heidegger, the Pla- 
tonic mistake consists, not in inventing an imaginary world of 
passive, contemplative beauty as compensation for failure in the 
harsh world of competition, but rather in mislocating the very real, 
radiant character of the concrete world as an object of con- 
templation somewhere outside it. Though it is easy to focus one's 
attention on the ways in which Heidegger thinks of Plato being half 
wrong, there is an underlying sense in which Heidegger thinks Plato 
is half right: value really does reside in and imbue that which is 
radiantly manifest, and we really should reverently contemplate it. 
The mistake consists in thinking that it is atemporal (permanent) 
and separate from the concrete world. 

Where does that leave us? Nietzsche would say that Heidegger is 
still standing in judgement over those who successfully engage in 
the agon of life, by insinuating that his contemplative stance is 
superior, even if he declines to connect that contemplative stance 
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with something otherworldly. Heidegger, by contrast, would say 
that Nietzsche is wilfully blind to the splendour of the ordinary 
concreteness of things, and hastens past them to refashion them, to 
bend them to his will, falling to see that they are already perfect as 
they are. Nietzsche would say that Heidegger is fantasizing in 
thinking that there is a manifest abstract character of concrete 
things, while Heidegger would say that Nietzsche is wilfully blind to 
1t. Absent separate argument on the “technical” questions here, both 
positions seem to be fundamentally question-begging. It is worth 
broaching here, delicately, a lesson contained in this: much Con- 
tinental philosophy involves such explanatory (Marxian, Nietz- 
schean, Freudian, Heideggerian) hypotheses about why 
philosophical opponents think as they do. The more unattractive 
the traits the hypotheses posit, the more one becomes motivated to 
address them (or, more likely, counter them with analogous 
hypotheses of one's own about those who express them) while 
ignoring the underlying questions about the cogency of the philo- 
sophical positions being dealt with by such explanatory hypotheses. 
Apart from the interesting questions about the cogency of Hei- 
degger's more specific interpretative claims about Nietzsche, and his 
more speculative claims about the development of western thought 
and culture, no adjudication seems possible between their two 
positions. Readers will no doubt respond to them according to the 
inherent attractiveness they find in “tough-minded” versus “tender- 
hearted” ways of thinking about life. 
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DERRIDA 


Derrida”s interpretation of Nietzsche in Spurs: Nietzsche's Styles 18 
an attempt at a critical engagement with Heidegger's interpretation. 
Derrida registers two complaints against Heidegger. First, Hei- 
degger”s use of Nietzsche's posthumously published notes is meth- 
odologically suspect. He treats these notes as fragments, and the 
notion of a semantic fragment implies a complementary semantic 
whole of which these fragments are parts, thus suggesting that the 
task of the interpreter is to fill the gaps to restore the missing 
wholeness. However, this missing wholeness may be nothing more 
than an illusion of the interpreter and unrecoverable in any case. 
Derrida”s notorious example is a passage in the Nietzsche corpus, “I 
have forgotten my umbrella”.' It should be noted here that this 
objection speaks as much against any unitary interpretation of the 
published works as well. 

The second objection is that Heidegger misses a crucial psycho- 
analytic dimension to Nietzsche's texts. Taking the two-world 
picture as his focus, Derrida notes that in the central discussion of 
this in Twilight of the Idols, “How the “True World” Became a 
Fable”, Nietzsche's second stage of his six-stage narrative says that 
the idea of the true world “becomes female, it becomes Christian” 
(TI TV). This comment, along with Nietzsche's remark else 
where, “Supposing truth is a woman — what then” (BGE, Preface) 
suggests that Nietzsche's reflections on truth and reality have a 
gendered dimension that may yield insights if approached 
psychoanalytically.? 

The psychological phenomenon that Freud analysed, which 
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Derrida thinks will shed light on Nietzsche”s thought about truth, is 
fetishism, the tendency to find sexually attractive some non-sexual 
body part or inanimate object associated with the body. Freud's 
account, in “Fetishism” (1927) is described in the Abstracts of the 
Standard Edition as follows: 


The fetish is a substitute for the penis: the woman's (the 
mother”s) penis that the little boy once believed in and does not 
want to give up. The fetish achieves a token of triumph over the 
threat of castration and serves as a protection against it. It also 
saves the fetishist from becoming a homosexual, by endowing 
women with the characteristic which makes them tolerable as 
sexual objects. Because the fetish is easily accessible, the fetishist 
can readily obtain the sexual satisfaction attached to it. The 
choice of the fetish object seems determined by the last impres- 
sion before the uncanny and traumatic one. In very subtle 
instances both the disavowal and the affirmation of the castra- 
tion have found their way into the construction of the fetish 
itself. In conclusion, Freud says that the normal prototype of 
fetishes is a man's penis, just as the normal prototype of interior 
organ is a woman's real small penis, the clitoris.* 


The philosopher”s desire for the truth is a desire to connect with 
reality as a kind of plenitude, and this plenitude is just a cipher for 
the fetish object. Thus the desire for truth amounts to a male desire 
to possess woman by way of the fetish. This means to possess a 
simulated replacement for the woman, because real possession of 
the fully disclosed woman would reveal her to be castrated, terri- 
fying the male, triggering his own castration anxiety and recoil. But 
1f that is right, then the truth the dogmatic philosopher obtains 
cannot be the real truth, but a fetishistic replacement for 1t that 
perpetuates the illusion of being able to possess woman without 
experiencing castration anxiety. This basic complex of ideas, Der- 
rida claims, suffices to explain the various contradictory comments 
Nietzsche makes about truth (that truth is terrifying, that there is 
no truth). 

As Derrida explores the psychoanalytic dimension of Nietzsche's 
texts, he discerns a sixfold structure, generated by two axes.* F irst, 
Nietzsche is ambivalent about whether he wants to identify with the 
female or differentiate himself from it. This is suggested by 
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Nietzsche”s characterization of creativity as a sort of male preg- 
nancy, a favourable way in which a man can be like a woman. By 
contrast, Nietzsche's critique of Christianity, which seeks to extir- 
pate the (male) passions, is not only “female” itself, but seeks to 
“castrate” the male, presumably rendering him “female” as well. The 
second axis distinguishes between regarding elements as passive, 
active or neither. Thus the six spaces in the two-by-three chart are: 


Nietzsche regards himself as castrated. 
Nietzsche regards woman as castrated. 
Nietzsche regards himself as castrating. 
Nietzsche regards woman as castrating. 
Nietzsche regards himself as life. 
Nietzsche loves life. 


NA 


This list also has a “Hegelian' dimension, in terms of negation, 
double negation and affirmation: point 2 and point 4 are Hegelian 
negations that differentiate self from other, where “woman” is not- 
(male)-self; point 1 and point 3 are (male) self-negations; point 5 
and point 6 are self- and other-affirmation. Since self and other 
must be appropriately coupled with activity and passivity to gen- 
erate coherent castrating/castrated dyads, this gives us three fun- 
damental positions: 


First position: point 2 plus point 3 has Nietzsche castrating 
woman. 

Second position: point 1 plus point 4 has woman castrating 
Nietzsche. 

Third position: point 5 plus point 6 transcends the whole 
castration dialectic. 


Derrida characterizes the first position as Nietzsche the truth- 
speaking philosopher criticizing woman as the locus of illusions. 
The second position has Nietzsche the creative artist criticizing 
woman as the Christian advocate of a true world of being as a ploy 
to persuade him to renounce his creative-yet-illusion-generating 
passions. The third position transcends this contest in favour of life 
affirmation. 

In some broad sense, there is something to this. Nietzsche”s 
rhetoric on all sorts of subjects appeals to gender stereotypes in a 
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way that evinces a profound ambivalence towards femininity. As a 
map of Nietzsche's thought, however, the distinction between the 
first two positions is too simple; the scheme presupposes too clear a 
distinction between Nietzsche in his *“philosopher” and “artist” modes. 
When Nietzsche criticizes Christianity as passion-extirpating, he 
also stresses the role that cognitive illusions play in its operations, 
thus occupying a position of “truth-teller” about Christianity in the 
very act of deploring its ethical effects. To be sure, Nietzsche is 
quick to note the connection between the will to truth and asceti- 
cism, which would seem to reinforce the link between a protest 
against the extirpation of the passions with a high value placed on 
the illusoriness of art. But this brings other difficulties in its wake. 
For that would mean that the will to truth is self-castrating, not 
other-castrating, which conflicts with the account of the first posl- 
tion. The better way to think about the will to truth in Nietzsche is 
not to decide whether it is essentially self-fulfilling or self-denying, 
but to notice a gradient in the way Nietzsche conceptualizes the 
desire for truth and illusion. For Nietzsche, strength and weakness 
form a continuum. In the weak, the will to truth is a manifestation 
of a self-destructive impulse, ultimately explicated in terms of the 
“ascetic ideal”. But weakness also manifests itself in the desire for 
comforting illusions. By contrast, the strong can meet the prospect 
of threatening truths not by embracing them self-destructively or 
eschewing them in a celebration of illusion, but by using them 
athletically, as a challenge that strengthens. This is arguably a 
masculinist notion, if we presuppose gender stereotypes which 
associate the athletic with the masculine. But by virtue of its gra- 
dient character, 1t defies the simple binary character of any con- 
ceptual model couched in terms of castration, which (one would 
think) is rather an all or nothing affair! The difficulty in making 
sense of Nietzsche's thought in terms of binary oppositions at all 
casts some doubt on the viability of making sense of it in this quasi- 
Hegelian way as well: the binary oppositions have to be there in the 
first place if they are to be transcended, and they may not be. 
Finally, one suspects that Derrida's tendency exclusively to align 
masculine protest against castration with the position of “artist” 
involves too close an association between the notion of sensuous- 
ness as a locus of artistic activity and production, on the one hand, 
and sensuousness as pleasure, while setting aside the relationship 
between truth-telling and sensuousness. In short, like Heidegger, 
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Derrida has simply missed the empiricist in Nietzsche, the Nietzsche 
who would stay close to the testimony of the senses in an attempt to 
speak the truth. 

Having criticized Heidegger for failing to come to grips with the 
psychoanalytic dimension of Nietzsche's texts, he then reverses 
himself, suggesting, somewhat opaquely, that Heideggerian 
resources may be useful for understanding Nietzsche after all.* 
These are not exactly the resources of Heidegger”s interpretation of 
Nietzsche, but rather of Heidegger's own views about how to think 
about, and ultimately how to think beyond, the “history of being” as 
metaphysics. Derrida, however, seems to vacillate between seeing 
such recourse as a way of shedding light on Nietzsche and a way of 
shedding light on Heidegger. First, recall Heidegger”s thesis that the 
history of western thought and practice is a succession of con- 
ceptual frameworks for interpreting the world. One possible way of 
bringing this idea into relation with Derrida's psychoanalytic 
reading of Nietzsche is to suggest that the various unconscious 
processes which Freud describes are conditioned by prior ontolo- 
gical commitments traceable to such a framework. Thus Nietzsche's 
various thoughts about truth and illusion, creativity and asceticism, 
suffering and life affirmation, inspired as they seem to be by gender 
stereotypes, can be seen as the inescapable product of a conceptual 
framework that determines how we think about gender in the first 
place. In the absence of such a framework, there is no such thing as 
gender. On this view, the conceptual framework gives us back- 
ground concepts, assumptions and expectations about what mas- 
culinity and femininity are, which in turn shape our sexuality, 
including our unconscious sexual thoughts, and thus serve as a 
deeper explanation for the processes that psychoanalysis describes. 

Second, and in tension with that suggestion, 1s Derrida”s attempt 
to rethink Heidegger”s own history of being hypothesis in gendered 
terms. Though we have not discussed this aspect of late Heidegger”s 
thought, his view is not merely that there are a succession of con- 
ceptual frameworks which have a certain narrative logic to them, 
but rather that these frameworks come from some deeper source, 
which Heidegger calls “being”. In this connection, the frameworks 
and the “worlds” they constitute for us can be seen as a kind of gift 
from being. What is more, this process of gifting frameworks is one 
that cannot be conceptualized within any framework. Attempting 
to do so necessarily obscures this fundamental phenomenon. In 
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Heidegger”s own reading of Nietzsche, part of the pejorative point 
of characterizing Nietzsche as a metaphysician is to say that his 
thinking of the world as will to power and eternal recurrence is to 
think within a framework. This obscures the fact that it is thinking 
within a framework, that this framework is given to us by being, 
and that what is important about being is its very generosity and 
self-effacing nature. Derrida's second suggestion then is that 
Nietzsche's use of gendered stereotypes in thinking about truth and 
illusion is not merely an illustration of his being trapped in a gender- 
constituting framework, but reveals deeper insights of his own into 
the meta-framework situation we find ourselves in. Crudely, Der- 
rida seems to be insinuating that there is something feminine about 
the late Heidegger”s conception of being and something masculine 
about humanity as recipient, so that there may be something to 
Nietzsche's gendered metaphysical discourse after all. Or, less cru- 
dely, Nietzsche's use of these gender stereotypes may point us 
beyond them to fundamental truths about our ontological situation 
that the later Heidegger himself has tried to articulate, though in 
non-gendered language. 

The first suggestion — that gender concepts are the artefacts of 
conceptual frameworks — is one that has proved to have enormous 
influence. There are two ways in which this could be understood. 
One is that there is a real environment which we might again think 
of as displaying an irreducible, “chaotic” complexity, which we then 
go on to classify in various ways. On this view, it is not that there 
are no differences between male and female, but that our partial and 
limited classifications highlight some while rendering others com- 
paratively invisible. The other way of thinking about this is to 
suggest that the very act of classification reshapes its social material 
and makes sexual and gender phenomena exist in the first place. 
Since we are already far afield from Nietzsche, it needs only to be 
said that empirical (biological and historical) investigations would 
be highly relevant to any such discussion. However, if one thinks of 
these frameworks in a transcendental way, as constituting the world 
of empirical objects in the first place, then empirical investigation 
could only serve to re-assert the “a priori of our own framework's 
assumptions about gender, and thus would seem pointless. 

The second suggestion suffers from two difficulties. First, there 
are serious objections to be made to the very idea of an ontological 
framework in the sense intended, even if we set aside the highly 
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metaphorical character of talking about being as giving us these 
frameworks. It is not clear that Derrida agrees with Heidegger that 
there is a plurality of these frameworks, with a successive narrative 
logic to them. On the contrary, one gets the impression that Derrida 
seems to think, in a quasi-transcendental manner, that there is only 
one framework that is gifted to us. This may be due to Derrida's 
complex debt to Husserl's conception of the history of European 
culture as the growth of a community committed since the ancient 
Greeks to a unitary ideal of pure, disinterested theoretical knowl- 
edge.* However, whether we conceive of frameworks as singular or 
plural, the very idea of a framework would seem to imply some sort 
of meaningful contrast with that which is not (one's own) framework. 

Donald Davidson has argued that any such notion nonetheless 
requires a distinction between framework and the facts generated 
by it. The ability to individuate a framework in turn requires that 
some sense be made of a plurality of (at least possible) frameworks. 
A priori constraints on linguistic interpretation will always yield the 
result that where the notion of there being two such frameworks 
seems plausible, this will be because of the possibility of translation 
between them. Thus there was really only one framework in two 
different dialects in the first place. By contrast, where the impres- 
sion of genuine diversity is supported by a genuine impossibility of 
translation, this is evidence that the alleged alien framework user is 
not speaking or thinking at all. Davidson's suggestion is not that 
the facts that lead to talk of rival conceptual schemes do not exist. It 
is that they are grossly overstated, and better understood as local 
differences in theoretical commitments (Aristotle thought the sun 
revolved around the earth, Galileo thought the earth revolved 
around the sun) rather than global differences in ontology (Eur- 
opeans think that the world consists of substances, the Hopi think 
that the world consists of processes).” Davidson's entire discussion 
here is highly relevant to much recent French philosophy, since the 
quasi-Kantian image of a duality of scheme and content has 
become such a common one. 

The suggestion that Derrida thinks we might find that there is 
“something to” Nietzsche's gender-inflected remarks after all must 
be made quite tentatively, for his text is elliptical and obscure on 
this very point. Supposing he did, however, one is tempted to 
respond as Norman O. Brown once did to Joseph Needham's cel- 
ebration of Taoism: “An organism whose own sexual life is as 
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disordered as man's is in no position to construct objective theories 
about the Yin and the Yang and the sex life of the universe”.* That 
is to say, 1f we take psychoanalytic interpretation seriously — and 
the late Heidegger”s post-metaphysical reflections on the relation- 
ship between being and beings evinces a gendered component — the 
response should be to psychoanalyse this as well. It is noteworthy 
that the idea that there is something right about psychoanalytic 
explanation, if it is regarded as a provisional account of deeper 
ontological issues, was previously made by Sartre in Being and 
Nothingness.? Lastly, echoing a remark made in Chapter 5 above, 
Derrida”s most interesting suggestions about Nietzsche in Spurs all 
have an unstated premise: supposing psychoanalytic theories can be 
taken as a given, what follows? Dogmatic commitment to psycho- 
analytic modes of explanation is not unusual in recent French 
thought, and one wonders what could possibly justify it in light of 
the large body of critical literature on psychoanalysis and sub- 
sequent developments in psychology and evolutionary biology in 
the twentieth century. 


FOUCAULT 


Foucault's relationship to Nietzsche and Heidegger is complex. 
First, Foucault also offers his own interpretation of Nietzsche, in 
his essay “Nietzsche, Genealogy, History”.'” But more important 
than his account of Nietzsche's thought — which focuses almost 
entirely on methodological issues for the study of history — 1s 
Foucault's own emulation of Nietzsche, inflected by a criticism of 
themes from Hegel and the late Heidegger. Foucault's importance 
for Nietzsche scholarship is largely the result of post-Foucauldian 
readers seeing Nietzsche, not as Foucault saw him when explicitly 
engaged in Nietzsche interpretation, but seeing Nietzsche as Fou- 
cault. The tendency to regard Nietzsche as similar to Foucault is an 
example of what Borges called the invention of predecessors.'' We 
should therefore look not only at what Foucault says about 
Nietzsche, but at what Foucault himself does when engaged in what 
he also calls “genealogy”. 

The essay on genealogy is meant not only to articulate what 
Nietzsche's methodology is, but to signal Foucault's endorsement 
of it. The essay is divided into seven sections. In the first section, 
Foucault indicates that one of his central targets is Hegel's (and by 
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extension, both Marx's and Heidegger”s) conception of history as a 
linear narrative with a teleological unfolding towards a particular 
goal. History, Foucault insists, is simply not like that. The second 
section is more specifically directed at the late Heidegger. Just as 
history has no goal, it has no origin if origin is conceived in a 
certain way. Foucault contrasts origin as *“Ursprung” (the Hei- 
deggerian conception) with origin as *Herkunft' (the Nietzschean 
conception). Origin in the former sense posits that at the beginning 
of a meaningful historical sequence (like Heidegger's “history of 
being”), there is some sort of essence or necessary structure. This 
essence is a repository of value. Finally, the essence is most clearly 
revealed at the moment of origin. Subsequent developments can be 
seen as under the persisting sway of the original essence or as a 
deplorable falling away from it. One helpful way (for American 
readers at least) to think about the target of Foucault's criticism 
here is American constitutional originalism. On this view, there are 
certain timeless truths about the nature of individual liberty and 
good government that were revealed at the moment of the ratifi- 
cation of the US Constitution. These timeless truths thus become an 
ultimate law for the American community, which it is the task of 
jurists and finally the US Supreme Court, to attend to, preserve and 
apply. To apply the law properly in a current case, according to an 
originalist, one must try to discover the sacred thoughts of the 
Founders and conform one's rulings to them. Correlatively, when 
post-Founding rulings are correct, they are under the continuing 
sway of the sacred founding, and when they are not, we have fallen 
away from the sacred origin. The genealogist, by contrast, insists 
that there is no point of origin in this sense: the founding is not a 
unity and it does not embody any revelatory truth. It is, instead, 
simply a moment in which a variety of historical forces happened to 
come together in a particular configuration. All subsequent 
moments, including bad faith attempts to speak with the authority 
of the founding (or to wriggle away from it, to adapt or transform 
it) are nothing but contingent moments in which the historical 
forces at work come into a particular configuration. The alleged 
essence is merely “fabricated” from “competition” between various 
forces and factions.'? The implicit dig at Heidegger is that we were 
not in touch with some revelation of being during the era of the pre- 
Socratics, nor is the current age of technology an unfolding of or a 
falling away from that revelation.'? 
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The third section continues the criticism of Heidegger. If there is 
no original essence or decisive falling away from one of these ages, 
then neither of them can control history or constitute a destiny in 
relation to which real historical actors (very much including our- 
selves) must be passive. Both the past and the present are revealed 
as more or less arbitrary and “up for grabs”. This very indeterminacy 
not only facilitates normative criticism but political action as well: 
we see that nothing has to be the way it is; 1f we do not like what 
there is, we can change it. Foucault also stresses the concreteness of 
genealogical inquiry and its possible focus on the body as both 
subject and agent of historical events; nothing about an alleged 
timeless human nature can be presupposed. 

In the fourth section, Foucault returns to Hegel. There is also a 
surprising allusion to Deleuze's criticism in Nietzsche and Philoso- 
phy of Hegel's account of the master/slave relation. In Hegel”s 
Phenomenology of Spirit, Hegel had argued that the struggle for 
recognition leads to the master/slave relation in which the master 
obtains recognition at the slave's expense. Ironically, this causes the 
master to become dependent upon the slave, both psychologically 
and materially. The slave then becomes the vehicle for further 
dialectical developments towards the self-actualization of freedom 
(initially through his control of nature and his cultivation of 
rationality).'* Deleuze, by contrast, insists on the Nietzschean 
activity, primacy and independence of the master's self-afirmation, 
as Opposed to the reactive, secondary and dependent character of 
the slave. Oddly, in a section largely devoted to criticism of Hegel, 
we see Foucault claim that Deleuze has missed that “the concept of 
goodness is not specifically the energy of the strong or the reaction 
of the weak, but precisely this scene where they are displayed 
superimposed of face-to-face”.'* Though the Hegelian notion of 
recognition has dropped out, there still seems to be some allusion to 
an interdependence here that echoes Hegel. But the dominant note 
is a rejection of Hegel's Whiggish approach to history as the 
inevitable growth of rationality-as-freedom. He singles out social 
contract theory for particular criticism, which sees government, law 
or community as arising out of a rational renunciation of asocial 
conflict. Rather, whenever such systems emerge historically, they 
will be in the furtherance of conflict, the war of all against all 
prosecuted by other means. In this remark, Foucault shows a sur- 
prising debt to Rousseau, who, in the Discourse on Inequality,'* 
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made essentially the same point about the state. More to the point, 
the re-interpretation of an on-going conflict as the institution of law 
shows that history is just a succession of re-interpretations of ever- 
shifting conflicts. 

In the fifth section, Foucault continues the theme of the absence 
of essence. Just as there is no essential origin which reveals itself at 
the beginning of history, there are no “great men” who play crucial 
roles at crucial junctures. Instead of focusing on dramatic episodes 
in the history of politics or the history of thought, the genealogist 
focuses on small facts which reveal the development of (and sudden 
shifts in) underlying or permeating practices. These are precisely the 
sorts of things that tend to escape the attention of the traditional 
historian with his more dramatic image of history. Attention to 
these practices is crucial, for they constitute the character of human 
life in a particular moment. Just as there is no essence revealed at 
the origin or at crucial junctures, there is no essential human nature 
which is constant throughout history and immune to the shaping 
force of quotidian practices. Foucault then returns to the normative 
importance of genealogy, characterizing it as revealing the changing 
and hence changeable character of human life; if the conditions of 
life at a particular moment are changeable and unsatisfactory, 
genealogy can serve a diagnostic function, leading the way to 
therapeutic action. This medical analogy underscores the pragmatic 
character of genealogical inquiry. It is not geared towards the dis- 
passionate discovery of value-neutral truths, but pursues its inqui- 
ries with a “curative” interest. Foucault suggests that genealogy 1s 
hence perspectival, a claim that often generates a certain degree of 
epistemological anxiety. Are the claims of the genealogist true? At 
least within the bounds of this essay, Foucault does not appear to 
be making claims that would entail either a self-referential paradox 
or any sort of conceptual relativism (though as we shall see, these 
issues do suggest themselves in reading Foucault's writings). 
Rather, the claim here is that every inquiry expresses pragmatic 
interests, including the genealogist's. The stance of detached, neu- 
tral inquiry is dishonest where found, unattainable in any case, and 
need not be embraced by the genealogist. To follow the analogy, the 
physician need not pretend that the health of the patient is a matter 
of indifference to her and does not shape what is and is not inves- 
tigated. But this does not mean that there are no facts as to 
symptoms and causes. 
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The sixth section is peculiar and in some tension with points 
made earlier. Foucault criticizes the “demogogic” character of his- 
tory as it is traditionally conceived, where 1t debunks the great 
episodes of the past and stands in judgement over them. His point 
seems to be that such a mode of doing history (for example, in 
political biography) serves to assimilate an alien past to a familiar 
present, the better to adopt a self-congratulatory stance towards it. 
Foucault is not taking back his strictures against “great man” and 
“great events” history, but rather stressing the alienness of the past 
and the questionableness of the present which emerges from it. 

In the final section, Foucault returns to Nietzsche”s second 
Untimely Meditation on history, to show how Nietzsche's mature 
view departs from his earlier thoughts. In the earlier essay, 
Nietzsche had contrasted monumental, antiquarian and critical 
modes of historical inquiry, seeing each as possessing some prag- 
matic interest but also certain dangers “for life”. Though Nietzsche 
himself never directly addresses the differences between his earlier 
account of historical inquiry and the mature view in Genealogy, 
Foucault suggests that we can discern a triple transformation. He 
identifies monumental history with “reminiscence” (echoing both the 
Platonic notion of knowledge as recollection and the Heideggerian 
quest for the origin). Monumental history is to give way to “par- 
ody”. One of the examples used to illustrate what he means by this is 
Nietzsche's use of the historical Zoroaster as a parodic mask; it 1s 
not altogether clear what this has to do with genealogical method. 
Antiquarian history is concerned, on Foucault's account, with the 
discovery of essences, which he associates with “identity”. However, 
these identities are revealed by genealogy to be artificial syntheses, 
false unities to be dissolved by *dissociation”. Finally, he associates 
critical history with “knowledge” as detached, impersonal, non- 
perspectival inquiry. By contrast, he proposes his model of engaged, 
risky, pragmatic inquiry, which he calls *sacrificial? because of the 
risk it poses for the inquirer. Though all these points shed some 
light on both Nietzsche's and Foucault's intentions, 1t is not clear 
that he has quite understood the earlier essay. He may be missing 
continuities in Nietzsche's thought that are obscured by his deter- 
mination to see a reversal or inversion from the early to the late 
Nietzsche. Nonetheless, the essay is of considerable interest and 
shows great sympathy with and not a little insight into Nietzsche's 
approach, despite the polemical asides aimed at Hegel and 
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Heidegger, whom Nietzsche either did not or could not have 
defined his position in relation to. 

Very late in his career, Foucault offered a retrospective account 
of his own work in relation to his conception of genealogical 
method. Genealogy can be applied to three different domains or 
“axes” as he calls them: truth, power and ethics. He explains his 
architectonic conception as follows: 


First, a historical ontology of ourselves in relation to truth 
through which we constitute ourselves as subjects of knowledge; 
second, a historical ontology of ourselves in relation to a field of 
power through which we constitute ourselves as subjects acting 
on others; third, a historical ontology in relation to ethics 
through which we constitute ourselves as moral agents.'” 


However, it is not clear that this retrospective account does justice 
to Foucault's own development viewed ex ante. Foucault's orien- 
tation towards Nietzsche and genealogy came late in his career. In 
his earlier, “archaeological” works, Foucault analysed medicine, the 
human sciences economics, linguistics, biology and philosophy. 
According to Foucault, structured codes organize scientists” per- 
ception, discourse and social practices at a level unknown to them. 
Such codes, or “epistemes”, play a quasi-Kantian role, as “conditions 
of the possibility” of knowledge. Foucault's conception of episteme 
thus makes the work of scientists subject to a cultural force beyond 
anyone's conscious control. His conception of these epistemes and 
their historical succession 1s indebted to the later Heidegger”s con- 
ception of a “history of being” as well as to the work of the struc- 
turalists (such Althusser, Lacan and Levi-Strauss). The debt to 
Heidegger (indicated in part by the quoted passage above, in which 
he calls his various projects “historical ontologies”) is complex. In 
Birth of the Clinic, he had argued that a certain conception of death 
is peculiar to our current episteme; this appears to be a dig at the 
early Heidegger for thinking that there was some trans-historical 
experience of death which could provide the underpinnings of 
“fundamental ontology's' account of authenticity and temporality.'* 
In Order of Things, Foucault broadened this critique, suggesting 
that not only the quasi-Kantian commitments of early Heidegger, 
but also the very idea of a history of being as a falling away from an 
essential origin was an artefact of the same episteme.!” These earlier 
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works do not show much of Nietzsche's influence, either sub- 
stantively or methodologically. A common complaint against them 
is that the notion of epistemes is itself quasi-Kantian, and involves 
Foucault in either a self-referential paradox or a pernicious con- 
ceptual relativism. After all, his own historical inquiries are pre- 
sumably generated by his own episteme, about which he must be as 
unconscious as the thinkers he studies. Foucault's implicit response 
to this in his later works seems to involve backing off of the more 
dramatic formulations involved in the notion of an episteme, thus 
rendering them accessible to empirical inquiry. That said, his later 
turn to genealogy would inherit both the culturalism and the epis- 
temological interests of his earlier work. 

Foucault's claim that epistemes — which are abstract conceptual 
or linguistic structures — governed social life became associated in 
his mind with an undue reification. To address this, he added the 
notion of regimes of power, which coerce people into following 
specific norms. We see here both a debt to the early Heidegger”s 
conception of “worldhood” being shaped by social norms, and 
Nietzsche's conception of norms as expressing power relations. The 
mechanisms which maintain this coercion are micro-practices 
demanding specific kinds of behaviour in specific contexts (the use 
of time cards and clocks in factories, for example). Though these 
micro-practices in effect subordinate some people to the benefit of 
others, they need not be the products of any deliberate design. 
Perhaps more important is a point that Foucault seems to owe to 
Nietzsche: power so conceived, even when it is the object of social 
criticism, should not be understood as essentially negative, restric- 
tive or prohibitory, as contrasted with a freedom conceived in 
opposing terms. Rather, power is creative. It does not prevent 
people from being what they are: it makes people be as they are. 

Foucault's analysis of society in these middle works often seems 
to jump from detailed concrete descriptions of micro-practices to 
more impressionistic claims about the common style of the micro- 
practices. This common style betrays a pervasive, invisible, 
impersonal force: power. Power structures behaviour; at the same 
time, it structures the perception, discourse and practices of scien- 
tists who want to understand human behaviour scientifically. 
Foucault's account of the relationship between power and knowl- 
edge echoes Nietzsche's in Genealogy, Essay II. However, where 
Nietzsche's analysis of the will to truth depends on psychological 
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explanations, in Foucault's micro-sociology and a broad cultural 
thematics replace psychology. 

Foucault's genealogical method echoes Nietzsche's concern with 
power. Both philosophers” historical inquiries are directed at 
practices whose character bears on philosophical concerns. Fur- 
thermore, Foucault's analyses, like Nietzsche's, portray historical 
processes with an emphasis on their contingent, non-teleological 
character. He is sensitive to how alien even something as recent as 
the Enlightenment can appear, if viewed through historicist lenses. 
What connects him most decisively with Nietzsche, however, is his 
commitment to demystifying accounts of the historical processes 
that most concern him. We easily ignore our *disciplinary” practices 
in their institutional home, the prison, because our ideological 
commitments interpret such practices as just. Once we see the 
practices described in coolly non-ideological terms and in concrete 
detail, we clearly perceive their outrageousness. What is more, the 
presence of similar *'carceral” practices in other social domains can 
then be more clearly perceived. Foucault wants his readers to 
transfer their outrage from the one setting to the other. His work 
thus shares Nietzsche's critical intent: Nietzsche wants to use his 
critique as a tool to reanimate “noble” values, whereas Foucault 
places his critique in the service of radical politics. 

Foucault had intended to continue his genealogy of modernity. 
He meant to supplement his account in Discipline and Punish of the 
growing “carceralization of modernity (which in many ways echoes, 
on a much more concrete level, Heidegger's account of modernity 
as “technological”) with a parallel account of its growing “sex- 
ualization” in the projected multi-volume History of Sexuality. 
However, after one promising introductory volume, The Will to 
Knowledge, Foucault turned his attention away from the historical 
processes that culminated in contemporary society. He instead 
turned towards the genealogy of western ethical ideals and their 
relationship to sexual self-mastery. This project begins with an 
analysis of Greek ethics in The Uses of Pleasure, and continues with 
an account of Roman ethics in The Care of the Self? A final 
volume was to deal with medieval ethics and the “hermeneutics of 
the self. In these final works, Foucault relegates his political 
passion — so reminiscent of Rousseau — to the background. Instead, 
we see the beginnings of work much closer in subject and spirit to 
Nietzsche. 
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DELEUZE 


Even more than Foucault's interpretation, Deleuze”s interpretation 
of Nietzsche is couched in terms of a response to Hegel. But 
whereas Foucault is primarily concerned with articulating a non- 
Hegelian conception of history, Deleuze's approach sees in 
Nietzsche a much broader, systematic response to Hegel. Though 
we cannot do justice to the entirety of Hegel's thought here, two 
themes are especially important. First, Hegel regards all phenom- 
ena, both conceptual and concrete, as manifesting a rational “dia- 
lectical” pattern. Michael Inwood has illustrated the notion of a 
dialectical process with the following example.” Suppose that you 
are taught a system of natural arithmetic which involves only nat- 
ural numbers (0, 1, 2, 3, etc.), simple syntactical rules for forming 
equations, and the operations of addition and subtraction. All goes 
smoothly until you form a subtraction equation in which the first 
term is smaller than the second (*3-4="P). At this point, you are 
lost, in a state of conceptual “cramp”, unable to proceed further. 
This condition is the sort that Hegel calls, somewhat misleadingly, a 
“contradiction”. There are only two ways to proceed, since you 
cannot return to the earlier state of not being aware of these kinds 
of equations. Either you construct a restrictive rule forbidding the 
formation of such equations (the “Kantian' approach), or you 
rethink your concept of what a number is so that 1t now includes 
and differentiates itself into both positive and negative integers, 
allowing the equation to be solved, '3-4=-—1”. This process thus has 
three stages: a 'naive” stage in which the simpler system works 
smoothly, a “troubled” stage in which the limits of the system are 
apprehended and one cannot go forward (unless a restrictive rule is 
added) and a third “higher” stage in which the original concept of 
number is enriched and revised to allow new forms of arithmetic 
without “contradiction”. This general pattern appears again and 
again in Hegel's thought in a vast variety of different contexts. 
Hegel's characterization of these kinds of processes involves 
appeal to three features. First, to continue with Inwood's example, 
the process has only one “good” outcome, the transformation of the 
concept of number that allows subtraction to proceed unhindered; 
these processes thus have a peculiar kind of necessity and norma- 
tivity that Hegel identifies with rationality itself. Hegel is here 
indebted to Aristotle”s conception of coming-to-be as a teleological 
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process and the manifestation of essence as 1t passes from poten- 
tiality to actuality. However, the essence as potential is not a kind of 
blueprint or anticipatory copy of the final product, but rather a 
kind of self-organizing and self-differentiating system. Second, these 
sorts of processes involve an inescapable traffic with 'negation” in 
some broad sense: our imaginary arithmetical system cannot grow 
in the right sort of way until it undergoes a kind of preliminary 
failure, and this temporary negativity is justified or vindicated by 
the favourable outcome of the process. In Hegel's descriptions of 
these processes, the three stages are characterized in terms of an 
initial unity, a separation of that unity due to “self-negation” into a 
subject/object polarity, and a subsequent overcoming of this 
polarity into a new unity. Third, concrete mathematicians, the “you” 
in the story above, in a certain sense drop out because they can only 
be passive in relation to the process. You do not create a new 
conception of number in any real sense because there is only one 
rational way for the process to develop; in a sense the simpler 
conception of number simply passes over into a richer sense of 
number and drags the mathematician along with it. To the extent 
that the mathematician is just a living embodiment of the arith- 
metical system, the system transforms itself. Thus there is a kind of 
passivity built into this model when we think about concrete per- 
sons in a rational-dialectical process. 

The second theme is Hegel's peculiar relationship to Christianity. 
When Hegel's philosophical system is complete, it presents itself as 
a total rational account of the world. Religions could also be said to 
provide us with a total picture of the world. One of Hegel's concerns 
was to address the conflict between Christian religious conservatism 
and Enlightenment anticlericalism, both of which struck him as 
partial and inadequate. His resolution of this tension was to claim 
that religions provide the believer with the same content as a phi- 
losophical system; if the philosophical system that corresponds to 
the religion is true, the religion is also true if taken as a non-literal 
presentation of the philosophical insights it expresses. The oppo- 
sition between Christianity and Enlightenment is only a real or 
“troubled” opposition if we take the claims of each literally. If we 
take the claims of Christianity non-literally, then the literal meaning 
of these non-literal claims can also be true or, indeed, identical to 
the non-religious philosophical account of the world. Thus *prop- 
erly understood” there need be no conflict between the two at all. 
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Since Hegel thinks that the plurality of world religions form a 
dialectical sequence culminating in Christianity, and the plurality of 
philosophical systems form a dialectical sequence culminating in his 
own system, he can then claim that Christianity, “the absolute 
religion”, is true in a sense. It expresses metaphorically the meta- 
physical truths that are only properly and literally apprehended in 
Hegelian philosophy. For example, Hegel will identify the ration- 
ality manifested by dialectical sequences in history with the idea of 
Providence in Christianity. One could encapsulate all this by saying 
that in a certain sense, for Hegel, Socrates equals Jesus. 

This last remark helps to set up Deleuze”s approach to Nietzsche, 
for Deleuze finds in Nietzsche a comprehensive alternative to 
Hegelian thought. First, consider the idea of the three-stage process 
where we passed from the idea that a number is the same thing as a 
natural number, through a perplexed stage where the system could 
no longer operate, to a conception of number that embraced both 
positive and negative integers. Though Hegel is famous for his 
insistence on the pervasiveness and unavoidability of 'negation”, if 
we look at this pattern we see that negation serves an instrumental 
role in getting us to a higher stage in which 1t is absent. Negation 
remains a bad thing, to be superseded in favour of a richer concept 
from which it 1s absent. But why is this so? It can only be because 
the incoherence or instability of the intermediate stage is a bad 
thing by virtue of its incoherence. The very idea of the dialectical 
process thus privileges coherence over incoherence, stability over 
instability, and negation in Hegel's sense only gains its peculiar 
character as negation in light of its contrast with unity, coherence, 
stability and the like.? 

Deleuze's somewhat opaque suggestion here is that this privile- 
ging of coherence over incoherence, unity over disunity, stability 
over instability, whether that privileging is metaphysical (regarding 
the coherent as more real or the only truly real) or normative 
(regarding it as more valuable), flies in the face of the pervasive 
incoherence of the world, its “multiplicity” and instability. Once we 
have made that commitment, we end up passing judgement on the 
world because it fails to live up to our expectations of coherence. 
And it is only for this reason that incoherence comes to be thought 
of as negative, that “negation” comes into play at all. If we could 
regard incoherence, disunity, instability and the like as the funda- 
mental character of the world to be affirmed, then there would be 
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no flaws to be overcome and consequently no dialectical progres- 
sions. Everything would be perfect just as it is. 

This critique of the “Socratic” dimension of Hegel is paralleled by 
a critique of the “Christian” dimension of Hegel. In Christianity as 
well, interpreting the world as standing in need of redemption 
(whether conceived literally or non-literally) rests on a prior refusal 
to affirm the world as it is. Deleuze sees Nietzsche as attacking both 
dimensions of Hegel's thought. He reminds us that in Birth of 
Tragedy, Nietzsche contrasted the Dionysian art of tragedy with 
Socratism, while in his later work the opposition is not “Dionysus 
versus Socrates” but “Dionysus versus the Crucified”. Rationality 
and Christian world-denial are of a piece.* 

Though one may doubt that this is quite what is going on in 
Nietzsche, Deleuze's interpretative strategy focuses on the topic in 
Nietzsche that lends the most credibility to it: Nietzsche's account 
of the master/slave relation in Genealogy of Morals. For here is a 
topic which (as we have already noted in passing) lends itself to a 
direct comparison with a crucial episode in Hegel's Phenomenology 
of Spirit, the discussion of “Lordship and Bondage”.” In Hegel, we 
begin with a conflict between two subjects, each of which wants to 
affirm its essence as a consciousness, which it can only do by 
pushing itself to the limit and being willing to risk bodily death to 
receive 1t. But because consciousness is unable simply to affirm 
itself, 1t must look to another consciousness to do this affirming for 
1t, by becoming the object for that other subject. Here again we see 
the typical Hegelian pattern of an initial unity which cannot sustain 
itself, and which therefore divides into a subject/object polarity. The 
earthier description of this process is to say that each consciousness 
fights out of a need for prestige, for other-validation, or, in Hegel's 
term, “recognition”. Eventually, one must give way to the other and 
give it the recognition 1t seeks. The recognized consciousness then 
becomes the master, the recognizing consciousness becomes the 
slave. But the result is perverse or ironic: the master is now 
dependent upon the slave”s continuing submission for his bodily 
existence and social prestige, while the slave needs nothing from the 
master in return. Furthermore, the slave, since he must deal with 
both fear of the master and the recalcitrant processes of nature as 
he works according to the master”s bidding, acquires a stoical self- 
discipline and the beginnings of a rational understanding of nature. 
The master, by contrast, is a dead end. Looking ahead, we know 
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that 1t will be from the slave's dialectical descendants that Chris- 
tianity, and ultimately “philosophical science”, the Hegelian system 
itself, will spring. 

Nietzsche by contrast characterizes the master, not as seeking 
recognition from the slave, but as simply working his will on the 
world while affirming his uniqueness. He does not need the slave for 
anything; he is completely self-sufficient. The master expresses an 
“active force”. In his purely affirmative stance, he affirms himself and 
his difference from everything else. Crucially, the master does not 
define himself primarily in terms of his relations with the slave. He 
merely notes the slave's difference and disdains it as an aspect of his 
unqualified self-afirmation. The slave, by contrast, begins by 
defining the master as evil, and only secondarily defines himself as 
good by contrast. The slave expresses “reactive force”. The anti- 
Hegelian point, then, is that the Hegelian dialectic of master and 
slave is nothing more than how, in Nietzsche's terms, the slave 
views things. The slave imagines that the master seeks recognition 
because the slave seeks recognition, but this is not the case. The 
master is always totally independent of the slave. Most importantly, 
the characteristic slave move as Nietzsche describes it — “you are 
evil, I am not like you, therefore I am good” — is a classic Hegelian 
negation relation between subject and object and its supercession in 
favour of a higher unity. But 1f there is no analogous phenomenon 
on the master side, then Hegelian thinking is defectively slavish and 
needlessly negative. There is an alternative to 1t which is purely 
positive, is in no interdependent relation with it and which demands 
no supercession in favour of anything else: the master's 
perspective. 

If we take these competing accounts of the master/slave relation 
as emblematic of a larger, systemic contrast between Nietzschean 
and Hegelian thought, Deleuze's suggestion is that it is only from a 
Hegelian perspective that any problem of negativity arises to be 
solved at all; from a Nietzschean perspective, there just is no such 
thing as negation at all. How can this be possible? We suggested 
that negation only arises by way of a contrast with incoherence, a 
failure to cohere, a failure to achieve or sustain a valuable unity. 
But if coherence and its value are illusory and purely symptomatic 
of the slave”s failure to affirm his own inescapable incoherence, then 
the world in all its “disparateness” is not failing to live up to some 
higher standard. There 1s no failure, no negation, and nothing to 
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overcome. Much of the difficulty in making sense of Deleuze”s texts 
stems from his pursuit of a language in which he can characterize 
this pervasive incoherence of the world which does not contain an 
implicit “dig” at it, as 1f it were something that should not be the 
case. For this reason, he prefers the expression “difference” for what 
IT have called incoherence. 

In any case, Deleuze's chief concern is with articulating in his 
own language Nietzsche's spirit of life-affirmation. For example, 
Deleuze”s account of the doctrine of the eternal recurrence seems to 
be nothing other than an alternative formulation of this to-be- 
celebrated incoherence of the world, rather than a cosmological 
account. He explicitly rejects the latter sort of interpretation, 
claiming that the proofs of the eternal recurrence in Nietzsche's 
notes are casuistic, akin to Pascal's wager, which should not be 
regarded as expressing the meaning of Christian salvation so much 
as a rhetorical trick to persuade us to accept it.?” These proofs could 
only be accepted if we first accept a conception of temporality 
which reifies individual temporal moments thus permitting cross- 
cycle identification of moments as recurring. Deleuze, by contrast, 
seems to attribute to Nietzsche a Bergsonian conception of time as 
flowing duration, which is a tensed theory of time. If we add to 
this a denial of ontological identities of any sort, then literal 
recurrence will make no sense. Deleuze, reading Nietzsche chari- 
tably by his own lights, instead understands the doctrine as a 
practical conception with two aspects. First, he accepts as a pro- 
visional characterization the “Kantian test” reading in which the 
doctrine is an idea by which we judge our actions as fit or unfit for 
unconditional affirmation.?? Second, in what he calls the “esoteric” 
sense of the doctrine, its importance consists in its selective, life 
transformative character. The reactive person who embraces the 
doctrine by affirming their incoherence instead of judging it and 
trying to escape from it, finds that their negativity ceases to be 
other-directed, becomes self-directed instead, and transforms itself 
into pure (self-destructive) activity. In this sense, Deleuze says that 
reactive forces do not return.” This is enough to show that Deleuze 
cannot understand the eternal recurrence in any literal sense. (One 
also suspects that 1t also shows a certain residual affection for 
Hegelian patterns of thought, since we see in this last instance 
examples of other-negation, self-negative and consequent self- 
affirmation.) 
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Deleuze”s celebration of incoherence finds expression outside his 
Nietzsche interpretation, in his ethics and politics (which are con- 
tained in his magnum opus, co-authored with Felix Guattari, 
Capitalism and Schizophrenia). In the first volume, Anti-Oedipus, 
Deleuze and Guattari argue — starting from the given of Jacques 
Lacan's structuralist reformulation of psychoanalysis — that the 
typical psychological structure that Freud and Lacan find in an 
allegedly universal Oedipus complex is actually a construction from 
initially chaotic materials.*! Once “Oedipalized”, the subject (itself a 
kind of fiction constructed by the Oedpialization process) 1s 
doomed, and whether one responds by sublimation, neurosis or its 
cure, an Oedipalized subject can only find its way in the world in 
various modalities of renunciation, suffering and despair. The 
schizophrenic, by contrast, destroys the psychic structure, liberating 
the bound energy within and becomes a “desiring machine”, which is 
another version of the Nietzschean, self-affirming, creative master. 
This too connects with the critique of Hegel, for what could be 
emblematic of a more profound departure from rationality than 
psychosis? Similarly, in the second volume, 4 Thousand Plateaus, 
Deleuze and Guattari criticize the idea of the subject as a coherent, 
functionally articulated system.*? In its place they urge that we 
become “bodies without organs”, a metaphor for repudiating func- 
tional structure in favour of a kind of de-differentiated state in 
which nothing within oneself is for anything, and hence there are no 
limits on what kinds of creative activity are now possible. 

We must pass over the vast amount of detail in Deleuze's 
thought, including his often perspicacious monographs on indivi- 
dual thinkers such as Hume, Spinoza, Kant and Leibniz. However, 
some conclusions can be drawn. Though Deleuze's interpretation of 
Nietzsche is thoroughly grounded in textual citation and seems to 
be animated by an intuitive sympathy with the spirit of Nietzsche's 
thought, the suggestion that Nietzsche is best understood as a 
radical critic of Hegel seems to be an illusion fostered by the 
popularity of post-war French discussions of Hegel's account of the 
master/slave relation (perhaps most famously appropriated by 
Sartre's in his discussion of “the Other” in Being and Nothingness) 
and Nietzsche's prominent but quite different discussion of a par- 
allel master/slave relation in Genealogy. There is minimal textual 
evidence that Nietzsche knew Hegel well or cared much about 
Hegel's thought and influence, which had been in eclipse in 
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Germany for more than a generation at the time Nietzsche wrote. 
This does not mean that the two accounts cannot be fruitfully 
contrasted, but at the least one can say that Deleuze makes too 
much of it. Perhaps worse, however, is that for Nietzsche the 
master/slave relation plays a role in an empirical hypothesis about 
the genesis of a specific moral code as an historical phenomenon. 
Ironically, Deleuze borrows the seemingly timeless and abstract 
quality of Hegel”s account and transfers it onto Nietzsche, so that 
Nietzsche”s master/slave relation becomes detached from its larger 
strategic purposes and becomes a generalized ahistorical critique of 
two timeless ways of approaching life: the noble and the base. In the 
process, much of the complexity of Nietzsche's account gets lost, 
replaced by an almost Manichean contrast between the two modes 
of existence, one perfectly good, the other perfectly bad: master and 
slave, active and reactive, become the unifying categories that 
impose a pervasive dualism on Nietzsche's texts that is not really 
there. 

Though one cannot blame Deleuze”s own, separate philosophical 
efforts for failing to coincide fully with Nietzsche's intentions (1f 
they do not coincide, perhaps Deleuze is right and Nietzsche is 
wrong!), because Deleuze identifies himself so closely with 
Nietzsche, it is tempting to read his own separate work as con- 
tinuing the commentary on Nietzsche as well. And yet, if we do so, 
one cannot resist the impression that Nietzsche would not have 
found himself much in sympathy with Deleuze's celebration of 
schizophrenia as an ethic and anarchy as a political ethic. For 
Nietzsche, creativity involves giving form to chaos, or at the very 
least re-organizing what one finds organized in some other fashion. 
Thus order has a certain value for Nietzsche, since it is the upshot 
of a creative activity. Second, the ability to be creative depends 
upon the construction of various skills and abilities, itself an 
ordering of the self. Finally, in many places Nietzsche characterizes 
the highest activities as involving the imposition of an order on 
oneself (making the self a work of art, a theme Foucault echoes in 
his last writings and interviews), and even imposing order on 
communities, as if the mass of humanity were raw material to be 
reshaped by an artist's intent and skill. Whatever we may think of 
this, it is all quite alien to Deleuze”s intuition that order always 
obstructs, that destruction of order is always good. Though this 
intuition to some extent fits Deleuze”s alliance with radical politics, 
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and his often acute interpretations of modern art, it reflects a sen- 
sibility quite alien to Nietzsche”s, for whom a specific instance of 
destruction can be affirmed because it opens possibilities of creative 
orderings, not because it is a step on a path to total destruction as 
an absence of any and all limitations. One even senses, to play the 
rhetorical game too, that Nietzsche would sense too much '“slav- 
ishness” in such a preoccupation with the elimination of all 
constraints. 
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